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THE PERSONAL ToucH
BY ]IM STEWART

}OHN E. }OHNS

WAS A MAN OF MANY PARTS.

He was a husband, father, grandfather, humanitarian, businessman
and educator, a college president whose personal skills were such that
students called him "one of us," a leader who strengthened Furman's
financial and academic foundation. He was also a man of conviction
and resolve, as was most evident when, under his charge, the university
took the courageous steps necessary to preserve its rightful place as
an institution committed to academic freedom and liberal learning.
When Johns, Furman's ninth president, died September 27 at the
age of 85, Furman and the Greenville community mourned his loss
while celebrating his life and legacy.
And during the days after his death, a common theme emerged
in the many stories and reminiscences of friends and colleagues:
John Johns was as genuine as they come.
He was at home no matter where he went - and he went out
of his way to make others feel the same. He was jovial, light-hearted
and generous; there was nothing phony or calculating about him.
When he engaged you in conversation, you could count on his
undivided attention. He understood that people truly mattered.

With a leadership style all his own, John E. Johns gave his heart to Furman- and the university responded in kind.

Carl Clawson, former director of the physical

By 1976, Stetson was doing well, the family

plant at Furman, has told of how, just a few days

felt settled, and they had no plans to move on.
In fact, after Gordon Blackwell announced

after assuming office, Johns called and said he
wanted to talk with the facilities staff - the

his decision to step down as the Furman presi

people who keep the campus in top shape. Johns

dent at the close of the 1976 school year, Johns

would come to refer to them as his "A Team."

rebuffed Furman's initial inquiries. But the lure

Clawson described the meeting to The

of alma mater - and the persistence of search

Greenville News: "He came and told everyone

committee members such as Tom Hartness and

- carpenters, plumbers, maintenance crew -

Bill Timmons, who were determined to land

how much they meant to the operation. Not

their man - ultimately changed his mind.

many school presidents would do that, but that's

As Johns said in 1994, "Few people, and

the kind of guy he was - so down-to-earth,

fewer couples, have the opportunity to go back,

and so easy to get to know."

and we had always maintained a strong interest

Wayne Weaver, vice president for business

in Furman. The foundation was firmly in place.

affairs during Johns' 18 years (1976-94) at Furman,

I realized that the next president could really

concurs. "One of his most noticeable traits

build on what the previous presidents, John

was his interest in and caring about people.

Plyler and Gordon Blackwell, had established."

He always took the time necessary to express
genuine interest in the people with whom he crossed paths."
For 60 years, John Johns also had the perfect partner. He and Martha

To many, it was no surprise that Johns
was in position to serve Furman in such an important capacity. When
he graduated cum laude in 1947 with a degree in history, he received the

Mauney met when they were Furman students, and their mutual devotion

General Excellence Award as the outstanding male graduate, was named

made them an ideal team. They built close relationships with students,

to Quaternion, the select men's honorary society, and was president of

faculty and staff, with the Greenville community, and with such pillars

Kappa Alpha, his fraternity.

of Furman philanthropy as Homozel Mickel Daniel, John D. Hollingsworth,
Alester and Mary Simms Furman, Bill and Connie Timmons, and Tom
and Edna Hartness.
In retirement, they remained active participants in campus events,

"Everyone on campus knew Johnny Johns," says Mac Christopher '47,
a longtime friend. "He could relate to anyone he met."
Johns' unflappable attitude and grace under pressure were likely forged,
and certainly fortified, during his years of service in World War II, which

delighting in the university's progress and spreading goodwill just as they

interrupted his Furman career. He served in the Army Air Corps and

had done during their years as First Couple.

flew 35 combat missions in the European Theatre aboard B-17 aircraft.

Their love for Furman, and for each other, was evident - all the time.

IT ACTUALLY TOOK A GOOD BIT OF PERSUADING to entice the Johnses
to leave Stetson University in 1976 and accept the Furman presidency.
They had been at the DeLand, Fla., school, since 1948, when Johns
received an appointment to the history and political science department.

He received a number of military honors, including the Distinguished
Flying Cross and the Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters.
After returning to Furman and graduating, he went on to earn
a master's degree and later a doctorate in history from the University
of North Carolina.
At Stetson, he found a Baptist-affiliated, liberal arts institution much

He rose through the faculty ranks to become vice president for finance

like Furman. Current Stetson president Doug Lee told the Daytona Beach

and, in 1970, president.

News-Journal that Johns' six-year presidency "was marked by improved
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As A.V. Huff, Jr., retired Furman historian

church relations, high academic standards,
a faculty dedicated to teaching, and the building

and dean, has written, ''A choice between the

of the [J. Ollie] Edmunds Center," a 5 ,500-seat

denomination, even one racked by factional

multipurpose arena.
In Furman, however, Johns said he saw

warfare [between fundamentalists and moderates],
and the university would be a painful one, but .

"an opportunity to indeed be great by national

Johns' ultimate commitment was never in doubt.

standards, to use a slogan that Gordon Blackwell

He was a pragmatic, cautious leader, and once

introduced. I saw my job as implementing that

his mind was made up, he would not waver. Nor,

plan and moving forward toward that goal."

as a professional historian, could he escape the
weight of making the right decision in the light

During his presidency, he did just that. In

of history."

addition to overseeing construction of five major

When Johns became convinced that Furman

buildings, directing two highly successful capital
campaigns, increasing the endowment tenfold

(rather than, as tradition held, the convention)

and supporting efforts that boosted applications

had the legal right to name its own trustees -

and improved student retention, Johns encour

and that fundamentalists were targeting the

aged the development and expansion of programs

Furman board - he joined with board chair

in such areas as international education and

Minor Mickel to lead Furman through a conten

engaged learning, which are staples of today's Furman experience.
The Furman Advantage program, which supports undergraduate

tious 19-month dispute with the convention over who would control the
university. They remained calm and confident despite the threats of law

research, internships and teaching fellowships, began under Johns' watch.

suits and the scorn of those who had anticipated taking over the Furman

His tenure featured new travel programs to the Baltics, Africa, China and

board and reshaping the university's mission and scope.

Latin America; creation of a major in Asian Studies, now one of the
university's fastest growing departments; and the introduction of language
sequences in Russian, Chinese and Japanese.

''At times it was nasty," Johns said. "I was consigned to hell, informed
that I'd be accountable for the downfall of the university, things like that."
But he added, "We could not wait. It needed to be done during my

He was also highly supportive of the faculty. When he arrived at

administration. Because of my age [he was 70 when the issue was resolved]

Furman, the university had 135 full-time faculty, 70 percent of whom held

and other factors, the fundamentalists would not be able to retaliate against

an earned doctorate or equivalent. At his retirement, Furman had 185 full

me. But a younger person's future, certainly in Baptist education, would

time faculty, with 92 percent holding a doctorate or other terminal degree.

have been ruined if the move failed."

THE LATTER YEARS of the Johns presidency were consumed by the

withhold funding for its programs should it pursue a lawsuit - and that

well-documented controversy with the South Carolina Baptist Convention

Furman was not going to blink - the university and the denomination

over control of the university's direction and leadership.

came to an agreement in May of 1992 to go their separate ways. Johns knew

This was not an easy battle for Johns to join. He was a Baptist from

Once the convention realized that many of its churches would likely

then that academic freedom at Furman would be preserved and protected,

birth. His parents had been long-time directors of the Florida Baptist

and that future leaders would have the security and the opportunity to take

Children's Home, and both Stetson and Furman were Baptist-supported

the university to even greater heights.

colleges. He treasured the university's religious tradition and heritage.
But he was also a shrewd observer of denominational politics and had
seen how fundamentalist takeovers had affected other Baptist institutions.

OF COURSE, STUDENTS during the Johns Era - and all Furman fans
remember him as more than just their president and friend. He was also
head cheerleader.
Gordon Blackwell may have introduced the "FU One Time" cheer

The Johnses were a great team for 60 years. Opposite: The relief was evident in the

to the faithful, but Johns turned it into an art form. Students loved it,

faces of Johns and board chair Minor Mickel as they spoke with university attorney

hooting in anticipatory glee when he responded to their call of "Hey

Tommy Thomason after resolving the dispute with the S. C. Baptist Convention.

Dr. Johns, come on down" to lead their rallying cry.

4
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Granted, the cheer has always generated controversy among those

He built on the solid foundation established by his predecessors,

unable to accept it for what it is. But Johns had little patience for their

John Plyler and Gordon Blackwell. When he retired, he left the university

grumbling.

poised to move to the next level of excellence, as it has under the direction

Jim Pitts '60, former university chaplain, recalls being in the president's
office when a critic called to complain about the cheer:

of David Shi.
Yet although he relished Furman's expanded reputation and image,

"The caller said: 'John! Do you know what that means?'

Johns knew what mattered most. As he said when he retired, "Furman's

"Dr. Johns replied, 'Of course I know what it means. It means Furman

a little different than most colleges. We're more personal. There has always

University!'

been a real sense of community

"The caller said, 'No! It means

that was here even when Martha

this' - and then went on to give

and I were in school. It's a tradi
tion we have appreciated and

his translation.
"The president responded, 'You

worked to sustain."

know, I think you have a dirty mind!'

His legacy lives on in many

And then he hung up the phone."

other ways - his devotion to his

Moreover, it should be noted

family, his loyalty to and respect

that Johns actually used the cheer

for people, his jovial manner and

to inspire an American team to vic

personal style. And especially in

tory in an international competition.

the memories of those who were

The time was 1994, just after

fortunate to have known him.

he had retired. The event was the

As Jim Pitts said at Johns'

Solheim Cup, a match held every

funeral, "Each of us has a story

two years between the best profes

about Dr. Johns, some of us a

sional American women golfers

portfolio of stories, filled with

and a European all-star team.

comical clarity. He knew how

The Johnses were attending
the event, held at the Greenbrier resort in West Virginia. And they had

to laugh and laugh with us. From
settings with pretentious piety on one side to academic arrogance on the

every reason to be there: the U.S. team was led by alumnae Betsy King '77,

other side of the ballroom, he encouraged all of Cinderella's stepsisters

Beth Daniel '78 and Dottie Pepper '87.

to lighten up."

At the end of the second day of the three-day competition, the Johnses
returned to their room to find a message asking them to meet the Paladin

And then Pitts added a fitting coda. Quoting William W. Purkey,
he urged us to follow John Johns' example:

women on the practice tee early the next morning. Which they did.
The Furman women proceeded to ask John to help fire them up for
their matches by leading the crowd in the "FU One Time" cheer.

"Dance like there's nobody watching, love like you'll never get hurt.

"Sing like there's nobody listening, live like it's heaven on earth." IFI

Martha wasn't so sure this was a good idea. "You can't do that here,"
she said, concerned about how it might be translated. "They'll run us out
of West Virginia." But her husband, not easily intimidated, forged ahead.
And the crowd joined in with gusto.
For the record, the American team won eight of 10 matches that day.

THE JoHNS ERA WAS

A PERIOD OF ACHIEVEMENT, change and

John E. Johns is survived by his wife of 60 years, Martha Mauney Johns '47;
three sons, John Edwin Johns, Jr. , and wife Tracey, Steven Maxwell Johns
and wife Norine, and Marcus Mauney Johns '86; and three grandchildren,
Evan Thomas Johns, William Mauney Johns and Lauren Ashley Johns.
Memorials: Furman University, First Baptist Church of Greenville,
or the charity of one's choice.

renewal at Furman. Without his determined outlook and bold leadership,
the university would not be the thriving, nationally recognized institution
it is today.

An alumna's perspective on John Johns can be found on page 48.
Read additional tributes on-line at http://drjohns.squarespace.com.
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During the summer of 2007 I had the
unique opportunity, thanks to a Furman

Through the experience, I came to under
stand that a captivating portrait will cause the

and a reality disparate from the crumbling
situations around us.

Advantage grant, to travel to Peru to document

audience to tune in to their own humanity.

the work of REAP South, a Southern Baptist

In doing so, we can recognize the value of life.

photojournalist, a career I hope to pursue, was

evangelical missions organization. For 75 days

An effective photograph will elicit reaction.

more powerful than I ever expected. Being able

I shadowed REAP (Rapid Entry Advance Plan)

In this way, I find photography to be the most

to apply what I had learned in the classroom to

teams, making a visual record of how the indig

relational of all art media.

concentrated work in the field was the best expe

enous people reacted to the missionaries.
As I traveled throughout the country, the

As individuals constantly trying to fit the
understandings and ideals, we fight continually

and understanding.

against cognitive dissonance. With this in mind,
these images communicate my personal interest

demonstrated a stark contrast to American

in Peruvian life and culture, and their dialogue

norms. The people of Peru never seem to sweat,

with Protestant North America. More generally,

offer soft handshakes, work until they die and

my photography focuses on people and the

are fascinated by pale skin tones. They laugh

beauty of sharing our points of view.

with their eyes squinted and their mouths wide

These images from Peru are a celebration

open. Their smiles are beautiful - weathered

of life and all that we would want from life:

and proud.

something deliberate, something meaningful,

6
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rience that Furman could have afforded me. IFI

world into our own paradigm of experiences,

camera became a tool for investigating, immersing
What I found to be true of Peruvians

The opportunity to live as an international

The author/photographer, a senior art major from
Lawrenceville, Ga., worked under the guidance
of sociology professor Michael Borer and art
professor Terri Bright. For more of his photos
and commentary, visit www.furman.edu/fumag
or http://btropiano.blogspot.com.

During our time in lncuyo, we went
to talk with Amelia and her son
Orlando. Amelia was dying of breast
cancer. Before prayer, two members
of our team shared the Gospel with
Orlando. It was a very emotional
and intimate experience.
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ABOVE: M ar i a lived two d oors d ow n from our hostel i n M arca b a m b a , a n d she was a bsolutely
h i l a ri ous. Every time she saw me or my friend Derek, she greeted us as "negritos," m ea n i ng
"little b l a ck boys." You never got by her without hear i n g a sarcastic joke a n d witchy laug h .

I w a n t her to be m y gra n d m ot h er.

FAR RIG HT: I d o n ' t believe t h a t you are remem bered for w h a t you have d o ne, but because

o f w h o rem e m bers you. When I p hotogr a p he d t h is funeral, I h a d no i d ea w h o t h e 82-year-o l d
m a n was. But I t a lked to a couple of t h e people arou n d the casket. They were f i l le d with
d i g n i ty, and they loved him. T h a t was enough for m e t o rem e m ber h i m .

8

F U RMAN I FALL 2007

After we visited the schools in one village, a group of children followed us back to our
hostel. I photographed more than

20 kids individually, right there, then told them to

come back that afternoon and I would show them their pictures on my laptop. About

15 of them returned to see their portraits. What an incredible time. The majority of
the kids had never had their picture taken, let alone seen one of themselves. No one
had given them the opportunity to see how perfect they are. Sharing these portraits
with them was definitely one of my most memorable experiences of the summer.
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Through the use of modern technology, a Furman professor and his students
are helping to revolutionize the study of the classics.

Story and photos by Amy Hackney Blackwell

F

urman senior Esther Mosteller frowned at the computer screen.

scenes and episodes were passed around among singers and were familiar

"Professor Allen wrote that this Greek word on our manuscript

to audiences, but each performance was unique.

is written over an erasure," she said. She consulted the book on her desk,

The Iliad was probably composed orally sometime during the eighth

then pointed to the monitor. "But look at the UV image - the corrected

century BCE. The ancient Greeks believed it was the work of the great

text is actually half the line, and whatever the scribe erased was much

poet Homer, although today's classicists are not so sure.

longer than what we see now."
Christopher Blackwell, chair of the classics department, leaned over

But whether or not Homer actually existed, historians are fairly certain
that the story of the Iliad existed for centuries before it was written down

her shoulder to look at the screen. "You're right," he exclaimed. "Allen

in the fifth century BCE. Poets could always count on tales from the Iliad

must have been looking at the Comparetti facsimile. He couldn't see

to please their audiences, so the stories were recited often and passed from

what you can. That's a great discovery."
Mosteller smiled. She had just proven that within the world of classical
publications, all may not be as it seems.
Blackwell, Mosteller and two other students, Harry Briggs '09 and

singer to singer. Every version of the Iliad told the tale of Achilles and
Hector and the Trojan War, but the words were not always the same.
By the fifth century BCE, as the Greek world shifted into literacy,
the Iliad also made a gradual shift from oral tradition to written text.

James Lanier '08, were hard at work on a groundbreaking project

In many places, particular performances were captured in writing. As

revisiting the text of Homer's Iliad using new digital images of ancient

writing took over, the tradition of composition-in-performance began

and medieval manuscripts to verify the accuracy of accepted published

to die, and the singers were more likely to recite standard versions of the

editions. Their work is part of a much bigger project, led by Blackwell,

Iliad instead of extemporizing new ones. Some cities, such as Athens in
the sixth century BCE, even passed laws declaring one version of the Iliad

to revolutionize the study of the classics by using computers, digital
photography and digital information systems.
Now, it may be hard to understand why this would be necessary.
Lots of people have a copy of the Iliad on their bookshelves. And
the Iliad is the Iliad, isn't it?

to be the official version. Blackwell says, "Performances yielded transcripts,
transcripts became scripts, and scripts became scripture."
All ancient literature was copied and recopied by hand, however,
so changes crept in during the process. Sometimes scribes made mistakes.

Well, not exactly.

Sometimes they made "editorial" decisions, replacing one word with
another that they thought more "appropriate." Once a change appeared,
it persisted as future scribes copied the document. How could they know
that a word was different from what appeared in the original?

Iliad's odyssey
The

Iliad got its start as a story that people listened to for entertainment.

Ancient poems were not read; they were heard. Ancient poets didn't write;
they recited.
Ancient poets were performers, or "singers," who worked from memory

These changes happened to the Iliad many times over, both in its days
as a purely oral poem and throughout the ancient and medieval periods
when scribes regularly made new copies of the poem. But Blackwell notes
that the Iliad is an oddity among ancient works. Whereas most old texts
start with one original and become MORE varied over time, the Iliad has
done just the opposite, starting with many texts and becoming LESS varied.
Over the centuries manuscripts were destroyed or lost, but through

and composed while performing. They would tailor their work to suit the

good fortune and popularity the Iliad was copied frequently enough that

audience, the occasion and their own inspiration of the moment, and they

some complete manuscripts survived to be copied again. The existence

used building blocks like a jazz musician uses riffs. Half-lines, phrases,

of these manuscripts is what makes it possible to read the Iliad today.

FURMAN I FALL 2007
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There are no ancient manuscripts of the

Nor are there any good photographic

complete Iliad still around. The best ancient

copies. The Venetus A was photographed

sources are fragments of papyrus containing

in 1901 by Domenico Comparetti and

a few lines and descriptions of the poem

printed as a facsimile edition, but with

written by other ancient authors. There are,

now-antiquated equipment. Comparetti's

however, several good medieval copies. The

images are fuzzy, and the smallest writing

best of these, and the basis for all modern

on the pages is completely illegible.

publications and translations of the Iliad,

T.W. Allen, author of the volume

is the Venetus A, which was compiled in

Mosteller was consulting at Furman, was

Constantinople around 970 CD.

one of those super-scholars. In the late

Homeric scholar Jack Mitchell calls the

1800s he made a tour of several European

Venetus A "a magical document, straight out

libraries to view their Homeric manuscripts.

of The Lord of the Rings." He notes that "the Venetus A is not only

During the first decades of the 20th century he compiled a list of variations

a beautiful book, it's a beautiful form of technology - lOth century

from these manuscripts and created what he thought to be a definitive

technology, but with a thousand years of evolution behind it. The man

edition of the Iliad. Scholars have accepted this version as definitive

who copied it - and it must have taken him a decade - clearly thought

for most of the past century.

he was making the ultimate Homer machine. And he was right."
The unknown Byzantine scholar who made the Venetus A included

The problem with compiling a print edition of the Iliad or any ancient
or medieval text, including the Bible, is that an editor must by necessity

not only the full text of the epic in ancient Greek but also a huge amount

choose only one version of the text. It's simply not possible to include every

of scholarly commentary by the ancient scholar Aristarchus, the pre-eminent

variant reading of every line. So when you read the Iliad on your shelf, you're

editor of Homer in his day. Aristarchus' own work is lost, but the com

actually reading a document crafted by a series of editors who, over the years,

mentary in the Venetus A is the next best thing- a set of notes that

have cherry-picked the words they liked the best from the many versions

show what Aristarchus was looking at when he edited the Iliad.

available to them. And without access to the medieval manuscripts,
scholars have been forced to rely on Allen's report of what he saw, with
no easy way to check his work.
No more. Several years ago, Christopher Blackwell and several

Research obstacles

colleagues from other institutions decided it was time to revisit the
Venetus A with modern photographic equipment and computer power.
Their work will make it possible for anyone with a computer to see

Classicists should be able to make great use of manuscripts like

and analyze the medieval manuscripts.

the Venetus A. These manuscripts offer lots of old resources to consult,
and setting the texts side by side should reveal where they vary.
Alas, it's not that easy. The medieval Iliad manuscripts are housed
in many different places, most of them in Europe. All are delicate, and
their caretakers don't allow them to circulate. Only super-scholars get

4

•
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Arranging access

to see the actual Venetus A, and then only for short sessions in the read
ing room of the Biblioteca Marciana, the old library on St. Mark's Square

When he's not teaching at Furman, Blackwell works with the Center

in Venice that has housed the manuscript for the past five centuries.

for Hellenic Studies of Harvard University, an institution in Washington,
D.C., that exists to further the study of the Greek classics.
Blackwell and CHS colleagues Greg Nagy, Casey Due and Mary Ebbott

Chrsi topher Blackwell scrutinizes an image from the Venetus A. Opposite:

were reluctant to accept the word of the scholars privileged to actually see

The Biblioteca Marciana houses many centuries-old books and manuscripts.

the medieval Iliads. They were even more reluctant to settle for a single
Iliad with all its centuries of tradition erased.

Previous page: The back of folio 100 of Venetus A: Marcia nus Graecus Z.
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Back in 2000, the CHS decided it was time to create a Homer Multitext.

Venetian librarians. They've taken care of this book for half a millennium

The Multitext, as envisioned by the CHS, would be an electronic compi

and weren't about to let us touch it until they were certain we would do

lation of various Homeric texts, freely available on a Web site. Anyone

the job right, once and for all."

interested in the Iliad would be able to look at the poem in all its incarna

Jacobs was duly engaged, along with several other British conservators

tions - ancient versions, medieval versions, lines written many different

and document photographers. The CHS also hired Manfred Meyers, an

ways. The Multitext would be the exact opposite of the tradition of

Austrian conservator, to design a book frame that could hold the manu

manuscript compilation that has been in force for the past 2500 years.

script safely while it was photographed. A team of computer scientists from

To make this happen, the CHS needed access to the existing manu

the University of Kentucky went along to make the three-dimensional

scripts. In May of 2007, Blackwell and a team of experts went to Venice

scans of the book, which make it possible to see the wrinkles and holes

to photograph the Venetus A.

in the old pages on the digital images.

Their goal was to photograph all the pages to create a perfect digital

Every day Blackwell and company set up shop in the upper reaches

image of the text, using lasers to construct a three-dimensional mathe

of the Marciana. To protect the book from light, heat and humidity,

matical model of each page and then digitally flatten each image. They

Jacobs insisted that the Venetus A be in a dark room occupied by no

would then use computers to make the text searchable and comparable

more than four people at a time. He and his colleagues flipped and

to other existing texts of the Iliad.

photographed each page.

This presented certain practical difficulties. The Venetus A is a giant
leather-bound tome containing 654 pages of tiny handwriting on vellum,

examined the digital photographs, making sure that they were legible

Out in the hallway, Blackwell and the other classicists carefully

made from goat skin. The pages are cockled from years of humidity

and compiling a list of areas that needed close-up shots to show more detail.

Venice is a wet place - and they're quite large.

They also selected images that they thought could be made clearer by being

Staff members at the Marciana are extremely protective of the
Venetus A. The only way they would agree to the proposal to photo
graph their treasure was if the CHS could persuade David Jacobs, head
conservator of the British Library in London, to handle the manuscript
and ensure that it wasn't damaged.
Blackwell says, "We spent seven years in conversation with the

photographed in ultraviolet light. UV light can make the surface of the
page glow, helping to reveal writing concealed beneath old erasures.
Within three weeks every page of the manuscript had been photo
graphed and the book was back in its safe. The CHS used its remaining
time in Venice to photograph two more manuscripts of Homer's, the
Venetus B and the Marciana 458.

FURMAN I FALL 2007
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Blackwell cared for the data as if it were his own child. Every evening
he backed up the day's work on two hard drives and carried them home
with him. When he left Venice, he carried in his backpack the fruits
of seven years of planning - a hard drive containing digital images
of every page of the Venetus A

students - Harry Briggs, Esther Mosteller and James Lanier - received
Furman Advantage grants to continue their Iliad experience.
When T.W. Allen compiled his edition of the Iliad, he included
dozens of footnotes on each page. These footnotes listed alternate readings
to given words from different manuscripts. The Furman students were
responsible for compiling variants that Allen listed in five main manu
scripts of the Iliad: the Venetus A, Venetus B, Escorialensis 3 and 4
(both housed in the Escorial Monastery in Spain and yet to be digitized),

A student's discovery

and the Townley Manuscripts (from the British Museum, likewise not
yet digitized).
The students divided up the manuscripts. Each read through Allen's

Home from Italy, Blackwell spent the summer dividing his time between

footnotes, highlighting the places where he mentioned the five manuscripts

Greenville and the CHS, where he taught a seminar on digital informatics

with which they were concerned. They then noted changed words or

to classics graduate students. At Furman, he guided several undergraduates

phrases in an electronic file. By August they had produced electronic

through their work reconstructing the texts of particular manuscripts.

editions of all 24 books of the Iliad for each of the five manuscripts.

Blackwell's students had already worked on the Homer project during
the school year. Blackwell says, "We began with a grant from the Univer

What made this work a new and different contribution to the field
was that the students were able to consult the digital images of two of

sity of Houston and five students, most of whom had experience looking at

the actual manuscripts. Mosteller says, "Being able to see the Venetus A

manuscripts and working in XML [a software program] from their projects

and Venetus B has been invaluable. We were able to verify or correct what

in our New Testament Greek class a few years ago." For the summer, three

Allen had noted by looking at these images."
For example, the erasure that Mosteller found at the beginning turned
out to be a really big deal. According to Blackwell, his students were "the

David Jacobs, chief conservator for the British Library, prepares a page

first people since T.W. Allen to pay attention to this line on this manuscript.

for photographing. The staff of the Biblioteca Marciana insisted that Jacobs

They clearly saw more here than Allen did."

be involved before allowing the scholars to work with the Venetus A

14
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In Allen's edition of the Iliad, line 1 1.524-525 appears like this:

hnJLt[

ot Of OlJ aAAOL
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"The Trojans are driven in chaos, both the horses and the men."
"The Trojans are driven in chaos, both the horses and the others."
"The Trojans are driven in chaos, both the horses and themselves."
Blackwell suggests that this could reflect three different formulaic

Allen translates this line as "but the other Trojans have been driven
back in confusion, both their horses and themselves."
In his footnotes, however, Allen notes that "many other witnesses
to the text, ancient papyri and medieval manuscripts, have the line reading:

phrases, each of which could be useful in different situations. More
importantly, this shows that the tradition of Homeric poetry remained
flexible even into the lOth century CE - nearly a millennium after
the classical period came to an end.

'the Trojans are being driven in confusion, both horses and men'; some
of the witnesses say '. . . horses and others'; but the Venetus A once had
something else, which was erased and 'themselves' written over it."
So Allen must have decided that for his purposes, "both their horses

...

.
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Model for the future

and themselves" was the most accurate version.
Blackwell points out that, based on the access logs in the Biblioteca
Marciana, Allen could have spent only one day looking at the actual

At the end of the summer, the three Furman undergraduates traveled

manuscript of the Venetus A. He must, therefore, have compiled his

to Washington to spend a week at the CHS. They attended graduate

edition by looking at the 1901 Comparetti facsimile edition. Here is

seminars on the Iliad and saw their work in the context of the overall

how the line appears in the facsimile:

Multitext project. Lanier says, 'They treated us like renowned scholars,
though we were only undergraduate students."
In late August, Blackwell put the finishing touches on a Web
application that will make the Venetus A usable and free. It is posted
on the CHS Web site at www.chs.harvard.edu, where a user can see any
page of the manuscript in many levels of detail, including extreme close
ups. The user can also search for any line in the Iliad and see it as it

The dark smudge at the end of the last line is an erasure. It appears
that the word "autoi," or "themselves," was written on top.
But look at the same line on the new digital image of the same page:

appears in the Venetus A. Anyone with enough disk space can download
a complete set of the images, as all the project's data is freely available.
Jack Mitchell has described the Multitext team's work as "a model
for the future integration of text and image." Blackwell agrees and looks
forward to continuing his work with ancient manuscripts and computers.
He has been called in as a consultant on a project involving the Archimedes
Palimpsest, a lOth-century manuscript of seven of the Greek mathema
tician's treatises, and hopes to visit other Homeric manuscripts in Spain,
Greece and London.

It's clear that the erasure is longer than the word "autoi." In fact,
the phrase "te kai autoi" (or "and also themselves") is written on top

"We can best preserve these treasures of human culture by putting
them in as many hands as possible," Blackwell says. "It is the scholar's job

of whatever was removed. And whatever was written there originally

to do the work of transcription, translation and publication. It is everyone's

was much longer than the current phrase. What could it have been?

job to read and enjoy."

IF!

Blackwell offers three different translations, including or excluding
the erasure:

The author, a free-lance writer in Greenville, is the wife of Christopher Blackwell.
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Furman launches an unprecedented $400 million campaign to build the university's endowment

and sustain its pursuit of excellence.

P

r most of its 181 years, Furman has been an

the university established the John D. Hollingsworth

overachieving institution. Founded in poverty

Scholarships. These $25,000 awards go to 25 of the best

and prayer in 1826, it barely survived its early years.

and brightest students in South Carolina each year.

Yet the university has accomplished more with fewer
resources than most other institutions of higher learning.
Furman is also a place of bold beginnings. In 1850 it

In truth, Furman's only strategic weakness is its endow
ment. An endowment is the lifeblood of any institution.
Its earnings produce a permanent source of income, support

began anew when it moved to Greenville from Winnsboro.

for student financial aid and professorships, and funding for

In 1950 it began anew by deciding to build a new campus.

strategic initiatives.

In 1992 it began anew when it became independent from
the South Carolina Baptist Convention and secured its
own destiny.
Furman today is nationally recognized for its academic
vitality, beautiful campus and emphasis on engaged learning.

Endowment per student is considered the best single
indicator of a university's financial resources. Unfortunately,
Furman's "endowment per student" ratio is one of the lowest
among national liberal arts colleges. For example, Furman's
endowment per student is approximately $183 million, while

It has first-rate professors, students and staff members. Its

at Washington & Lee it is almost $336 million. (See chart,

1 5-year plan to improve the campus and facilities is nearing

page 19). Schools with larger per-student endowments are

completion, thanks to the generosity of countless individual

able to provide more scholarships to students and more

and corporate donors.

resources for faculty.

The university is linked to the Greenville community,
the region and the world as never before through such

A monumental effort

programs as the Max and Trude Heller Service Corps, the

Furman is determined to increase its endowment. There are

Francis Hipp Global Internships and the Richard W. Riley

many ways to develop academic excellence, but there is only

Institute. All honor great individuals and were endowed

one reliable way for a university to sustain it - through

by their families and friends. Furman is also linked to the

sound investment of its endowment.

Greenville community by Bridges to a Brighter Future, an

With this in mind, the university is embarking on

endowed summer enrichment program that helps children

a monumental effort to close the gap between its resources

from disadvantaged circumstances fulfill their potential

and its aspirations.

and attend the college of their choice.
In recent years, Furman has also strengthened its
scholarship resources for deserving students. In 2006
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On October 26, Furman launched an unprecedented
$400 million fund-raising campaign that will focus on
building the university's endowment.

"Whatever you can do, or dream you can, begin it. Boldness has genius, power and magic in it."
-Attributed to Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

The campaign, whose theme is "Because Furman
Matters," is the largest fund-raising effort mounted by a
private university in South Carolina and one of the largest
by any liberal arts college in the nation. The goal is twice
as much as was raised during the "Forever Furman" campaign,
which ended in December 2002.
Major strategic objectives of the campaign include:

• Increasing financial aid for students through endowed

scholarships.

• Doubling the number of endowed professorships and

permanently funding Furman's much-celebrated internship
and research programs.

• Enhancing the university's leadership position

in environmental sustainability by funding and endowing
educational, operational and facility initiatives both
on campus and in the community.

• Funding additional naming opportunities for offices

language instruction and travel opportunities in the Asian
Studies program.

• Constructing a new teaching and performing complex

for the Department of Theatre Arts.
Doug Freeman of Jacksonville, Fla., a 1972 Furman grad
uate and member of the university's board of trustees, chairs
the executive committee for "Because Furman Matters."
The campaign will run through 201 1.
Furman president David Shi said, "Our success is essential
to our positioning Furman as a distinctive liberal arts uni
versity on the national stage. In the process of raising money,
we also hope to raise new friends and to raise our sights about
Furman's potential to move from excellence to eminence
in private higher education.
"We want the Furman learning experience to be expan
sive, venturesome, inquisitive and inventive. We want such
.
venturesome learning to become a lifelong habit. And we

and classrooms in the new Charles H. Townes Center for

want to embody that same venturesome spirit in our plans

Science.

for Furman's future."

collegiate athletics, the performing arts, leadership and

The 'quiet phase'

service activities, spiritual exploration and other extra

The campaign's "quiet phase" began in July 2004 following

curricular programs.

a bequest from John D. Hollingsworth, Jr. '39.

financial aid and faculty resource endowments.

multimillion-dollar estate to the Hollingsworth Funds, Inc.,

• Increasing endowments and resources for inter

• Nurturing study-away programs through student
• Expanding Furman's influence across South Carolina

The Greenville businessman, who died in 2000, left his
a non-profit organization. He directed that 45 percent of the

by endowing strategic programs that address key public

annual net income from the organization's assets go to Furman

policy issues.

each year, with the Greenville County YMCA and other local

• Endowing new faculty positions and underwriting

charities receiving the rest of the income.
FURMAN I FALL 2007
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BY THE N U M B E RS
GOA l (gifts and pled ges): $400 M i l l ion
E n dowment:

$275

C u rrent operations:

m i l l i o n ( i nclud es

$60

Townes Cente r for Science:

$32

Other capita l/strategic i n it i atives:

BY G I FT TYPE
A n n u a l g i fts:

$1 1 5

m i l l i o n H o l l i ngsworth bequ est)

million
m i l l ion

$33

m i l l ion

(excl udes H o l l i ngsworth b e q uest)

$60

million

Majo r gifts (for capital o r en dowment):

$105

million

P l a n n e d g ifts (bequests, fixed i n come, l i fe i ns u ra nce):

$ 1 20

million
ELIZABETH COOKE

Hollingsworth's extraordinary bequest will benefit

Campaign framework

Furman and the other non-profits in perpetuity, and his

A campaign of such magnitude requires visionary thinking

legacy will increase over time, since the annual distribution

and planning. The framework for "Because Furman Matters"

of Hollingsworth Funds to Furman is expected to grow

is the university's strategic plan, "Engaging the Future,

dramatically in coming years.

2007-2011," which outlines strategies to create a more vibrant

Inspired by such generosity, the board of trustees raised
its own aspirations - and philanthropic sights - and
launched the quiet phase of "Because Furman Matters," the

and invigorating academic culture on campus.
Its centerpiece is a revised academic calendar and
curriculum, which will go into effect at the beginning of

highlight of which has been the funding of the $62 million

the 2008-09 academic year. The Semester Plus Calendar

Charles H. Townes Center for Science.

will consist of two 1 5-week semesters, plus an optional three

Construction of the science center, named in honor of

week May term. The academic year will begin and end earlier

Furman's most esteemed alumnus, a 1935 graduate and Nobel

than under the current 3-2-3 calendar, which has been in

laureate, will be completed next fall. The Townes Center

effect for 40 years.

will consist of a renovated Plyler Hall and two new facilities,

The new curriculum will feature revamped General

one of which has yet to be named. The other is Marshall E.

Education requirements and more interdisciplinary opportu

and Vera Lee Rinker Hall, whose $3 million naming gift was

nities. Another highlight will be first-year seminars, which

provided by the Marshall E. Rinker, Sr. Foundation of West

will introduce students to college-level inquiry based on the

Palm Beach, Fla.

engaged model of learning. All freshmen will take two of

David Rinker, chair and president of the foundation,
and his wife, Leighan, are generous Furman supporters. Both
served on the Parents Council, and three of their children

these seminars.
In addition to securing Furman's financial future, the stra
tegic plan also calls for the university to provide programming,

are Furman graduates. Leighan, a former chair of Furman's

facilities and infrastructure to bolster the work of faculty and

board of trustees, is now in her second term on the board

staff, advance Furman's commitment to sustainability by prac

and received an honorary degree from Furman in 2004.
Over the last three years the university accumulated
other important commitments: annual gifts for the operation
of the university, capital gifts to build the endowment and
improve facilities, and planned gifts to ensure Furman's

ticing environmental stewardship, and expand Furman's role
beyond its gates by developing more opportunities for col
laborative activities regionally, nationally and internationally.
The full text of the strategic plan can be found at
www.furman.edu/planning/strategicplan.

future success.
When the quiet phase ended with the October 26

Discovery. Citizenship. Opportunity. All are distinguishing

a $1 million pledge from David and Susan Thomson Shi.

characteristics of a Furman education.

Says Mike Gatchell, vice president of development,
"We have built a great deal of momentum, and it is par

18

FURMAN I FALL 2007

Transforming gifts

announcement, Furman had raised $225 million - including

Furman nurtures a culture of creativity and innovation
and encourages experimentation with new approaches, ideas

ticularly noteworthy that Susan and David Shi have made

and programs. "Because Furman Matters" will allow the

such a generous gift. It is one of the largest gifts any sitting

university to maintain its distinctiveness and enhance its

president has ever made to a university campaign, and it

signature programs while building the endowment needed

demonstrates how committed the Shis are to alma mater."

to sustain a university of national stature.

Upon completion of the campaign, Furman will be able
to offer more financial assistance to deserving students, recruit
and support the most talented faculty, keep abreast of rapidly

E NDOWM E NT PER U N DE RGRADUATE
Rank

changing technologies, provide regular maintenance and

Endowment

School

Williams

$792 ,047

2

Richmond

$492,436

3

Bowdoin

$390, 1 74

4

Trinity University

$347,408

5

Wash i ngton & Lee

$335,986

6

Carleton

$291 ,963

7

Davidson

$252,953

8

Oberlin

$244,692

and endowed scholarships for lower- and middle-income

9

Wake Forest

$242,794

students. We need benefactors to adopt whole departments,

10

Wesleyan

$225,045

11

Southwestern

$ 2 1 5,836

12

DePauw

$206,982

13

Colgate

$201 ,953

14

Holy Cross

$ 1 93,385

15

FURMAN

$1 82,761

16

Un iv. of the South

$ 1 79,360

17

Franklin & Marshall

$ 1 69,982

18

Centre

l:!:liiiiiiiD

$ 1 53,878

19

Bucknell

l!lli1i!:D

$ 1 47,641

20

Rhodes

-

$ 1 47,529

21

Wofford

-

$ 1 07,282

22

Stetson

!:0

upkeep of campus buildings and grounds, and extend its
tradition of educating the whole person.
In announcing the campaign, David Shi said, "Furman
cannot be burdened with modest ambitions. To quote the
poet John Keats, 'I would sooner fail than not be among
the greatest.'
"Furman has set its sights on having the financial where
withal to compete with wealthier institutions. To do so, we
need transforming gifts - those endowed gifts that will help
Furman set a new national standard.
"We need professorships in all divisions of the university

to raise them to a level of national leadership. And we need
younger donors in unprecedented numbers, whose combined
gifts will surpass even those of our benefactors.
"Progress," he said, "begins with a dream - and an
animating sense of what is possible. I urge alumni, parents
and friends to help us endow Furman's future." IFI

To learn more about the campaign and its investment opportunities
- and to hear friends and alumni explain why the university
matt ers t o them - visit www.becausefurmanmatt ers.com.

Endowment in Millions

$55,847

$200

$400

$600

$800

CAE Voluntary Support of Education Su rvey--FY 06 (adjusted for un iversity enrollments)
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f you ask Furman alumni from 1940 to 1980
who they remember most from their student

All of them recognized what she exemplified:
high standards, total selflessness, unwavering

student affairs. When she retired in 1980,
Furman elected her to its Hall of Fame and

days, Marguerite Moore Chiles' name would

concern for others, attentiveness to the needs

presented her an honorary Doctor of Humanities

almost certainly top the list. She may have

of thousands of students, and an unyielding,

degree.

touched more lives than any person in

steadfast faith in young people.

Furman history.

She came to Furman in 1936 with $200

Such were the sentiments expressed at
the memorial service for the revered Furman

In 1997 the university named a residence
hall in her honor and established a scholarship

and a dream: to complete one year of college.

in her name. In 1998 Furman created the

She retired 44 years later as vice president for

Chiles-Harrill Award, named for Miss Chiles

administrator, who died August 14 at the age

student affairs. "I don't know how I did it,"

and Ernest E. Harrill, a longtime professor

of 90.

she once said, "but instead of staying one year,

of political science who also served as dean

I stayed a lifetime."

of students in the 1960s.

Students called her Miss Chiles, and spoke
the name with respect and admiration. To her

Her jobs ranged from secretary to director

The award, endowed by Frank Keener '64,

colleagues she was Marguerite; close friends knew

of student personnel for women to dean of

is presented annually to a member of the faculty

her as Daisy.

women and, ultimately, to vice president for

or staff who has made substantial contributions

A Life of Servi ce

BY J I M S T E W A R T

to the lives of young people. The Chiles-Harrill

not only did she work at the Woman's College,

festivities - she was surrounded by alumni and

connection was appropriate, as they enjoyed

but for many years she also lived in a residence

friends eager to share with her the latest news

a close professional and personal relationship

hall apartment, serving as a source of both

about their lives or simply to thank her for what

and shared many of the qualities that students

authority and friendship.

she had meant to them.

admired.
In a letter he wrote in 1978 nominating

She would later say that she believed she
made her greatest contribution to the university

In her later years, as her health began to fail,
she adapted with her customary grace and dignity.

Miss Chiles for the Gilbert and Kathleen Wrenn

during those early days. "I think my presence

The program at her memorial service stated, "Her

Humanitarian and Caring Person Award - an

on campus meant something to the students,"

warm and generous nature remained with her

honor, which she deservedly won, that goes to

she said. "I feel I gave more of myself."

until the end. . . . She remains in our memories

an individual "who cares without expectation

But even after she purchased a small house

of reward"- Harrill began by describing his

in downtown Greenville her door was always

arrival at Furman in 1949.

open, to colleagues and students alike.

He had been assigned, he said, to teach two

When Furman and the Woman's College

and lives on in our hearts through her caring
and loving spirit."
She was a woman of distinction, a model
of compassion, honesty and integrity. Her legacy

courses at the Woman's College, located across

united on the current campus in the early sixties,

will live on in the lives that she touched and

downtown Greenville from the main Furman

Miss Chiles was dean of women under Harrill.

the hearts of the students who loved and admired

campus, and found it to be "a delightful place

"She should have been dean of students," he

her - and who pass on her influence to others. IFI

M a rg u e rite C h i l es' i nf l u e nce l ives on i n the thousa nds of students who benefited from h e r wise a n d gen erous cou nsel .

to teach, despite its rather rundown facilities."

wrote, "but at the time women were not promoted

He went on to offer an explanation why:

to the top administrative positions."

"The lack of complaining and carping

Harrill praised her "calm, beneficent and

among the students was most pleasant, the

steady faith in young people." She taught him,

cooperation between students and faculty was

he wrote, that "being honest with students was

noticeable, and people seemed to enjoy living

the basic, fundamental and absolutely essential

there. It took only a few weeks before I dis

quality of a student personnel worker. She is one

covered that most things eventually came back

of those rare individuals who combine a firm sense

to a rather nondescript office, with the less than

of duty and discipline with compassion and con

imposing title of Director of Student Personnel."

cern, without going overboard in either direction."

He soon realized, he said, that the person

In 1978, when President John E. Johns

who held the title was responsible for the

appointed her vice president for student affairs,

qualities he so admired about the school.

she became the university's first woman vice

"It was Marguerite," he wrote, "who believed

president. She held the position for only two

so strongly in student government and pushed

years before deciding to retire in 1980, explaining

so hard for official support. . . . It was Marguerite

at the time, "I like to terminate something when

who took an old shack and made it into the place

I'm on top, when I feel good about it. And I do

to go for fun and relaxation. [The Shack stands

feel good about what I've been able to contribute

today on the current campus.] It was Marguerite

to Furman and to the profession. I just wanted

who had a mountain cabin which was always

to make the decision to leave before anyone

open to the students. It was Marguerite who

began to wish that I would."

owned an old camping trailer called 'The Egg'

That was unlikely to happen, but she was

which provided opportunities to students to get

firm in her resolve. After retiring she remained

off campus. It was Marguerite who demonstrated

active in civic and volunteer work, particularly

the delights of camping and the joys of nature

with Meals on Wheels and through her church,

long before most of us knew the meaning of the

First Baptist of Greenville. And she never lost

word ecology."

her love of hiking and the outdoors.

Such activities, Miss Chiles believed, were
extensions of her role as an administrator. And

Whenever she returned to Furman - for
Homecoming, Senior Order gatherings or other
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ClOSe to 100 photographs decorate Harry

man to receive extra time on tests. His grades

students, he says. As for other aspects of the job

Shucker's office. They cover his bookshelves and

improved dramatically.

- well, there are some things he'll be just as glad

spill over onto his desk and furniture. With few

"Dr. Shucker was one of those at Furman

to leave behind.

exceptions, all are of students - some present,

who stepped in to save me," says the student,

As vice president for student services,

most past.

who is now completing a Ph.D. and plans to

Shucker has had his share of disciplinary con

be a college professor.

sultations, as might be expected when one is

Each snapshot has a story. Each represents
a relationship. Some date to 1968, when Shucker,

Shucker has helped to "save" plenty of

dealing daily with 2,600 18- to 22-year-olds.

a 1966 Furman graduate, joined the university's

Furman students during his years on the admin

staff as an admissions counselor.

istrative staff, the last 22 as vice president for

with personal problems, they often are invited

student services. But as of December 31, he'll

to his office for a talk. He has consoled the

Rummaging through a stack of correspon

When students run afoul of the rules or struggle

dence, Shucker pulls out a recent note from

clean out his desk, turn in the keys to his

distraught, counseled the disgruntled and calmed

a former student. After she had failed two classes

University Center office and hand the reins

(or attempted to calm) irate parents.

her first term, Shucker called her in for a meet

of the division to his replacement.

ing, helped her with her schedule and provided
encouragement and study tips. She began to

He'll miss the relationships he's built with

Not that his efforts have always been appre
ciated. In 1979, his office was fire-bombed. At
the time Shucker was head of residential living

make progress and eventually graduated with

and in charge of an investigation into a suspected

a 2.50 grade point average.

student drug ring. No one was injured in the

"I want you to know how much you helped
me," she wrote. "I truly know that I would not
have made it through Furman had it not been
for you."
Another student, who had struggled during
his two years at Furman, was thinking seriously

incident, but bullet-proof glass was soon installed
in his office windows.
Nor is Furman immune to the hazards and
pitfalls of daily life. Shucker has received his
share of late-night phone calls informing him
that a student had been arrested, involved in an

of transferring. Although intelligent, he had

accident or transported to the emergency room.

trouble completing tests and turning in work

And when the worst happens, he's often been

on time. As a last resort he went to see
Shucker, who quickly recognized the
signs of a learning disability.
The student was diagnosed
with attention deficit d isorder and,
with Shucker's help, began
receiving extra tutoring and
support. Shucker also talked
with the student's professors
and arranged for the young

the one who breaks the news to
parents. During one year
earlier this decade, four
students died.
At the time Shucker
wrote in Furman maga
zine, "The Furman bubble

does not exempt any of us from the ebb and flow

Pearman says. "One quote that I shared with

of everyday life. In trying to make sense of these

freshmen each year was what I heard Harry say

losses, we grope for answers. Yet the test of a

back then and have witnessed time and time

community is not whether it is protected from

again. Each fall, I began the academic year by

pain and loss, but how it responds when a tragedy

saying, 'A person of integrity does what is right

occurs without warning or reason."

even when no one else is looking."'
In reflecting on his years as a Furman

As Shucker says today, "I've seen a lot of
difficult situations - attempted suicides, deaths.

administrator, Shucker says that college students

You try to diffuse a lot of anger. Such highly

have always been optimistic and enthusiastic.

emotional experiences are just very exhausting

Today's generation, though, seems busier, more

for all involved."

focused and harder working than their parents.
However, they are also often overwhelmed by

Fortunately, they have been the exceptions
to Shucker's daily activities at Furman. In his

technology, peer pressure and parental expecta

book of memories, the opportunity to work

tions. He points out that less than a decade ago

with thousands of students and to help shape

the university employed two mental health

the Division of Student Services have been

counselors. Today Furman has three full-time
counselors, three part-time counselors, two

his greatest professional joys.

A

Since that time Shucker's staff has grown
from 40 to 54, and under his watch Furman
native of Pennsylvania and standout

established the offices of multicultural affairs

high school tennis player, Shucker chose

psychiatrists and a nutritionist.
Since announcing his plans to retire last
year, Shucker has been on a farewell tour of sorts

and leadership programs. In the late 1990s he

during which he's received a bevy of honors

to enroll at Furman over Duke, Vanderbilt and

oversaw the extensive expansion and renovation

and accolades. In addition to the Chiles-Harrill

the University of Virginia, in part because he

of the University Center - a building that had

Award, he was presented the 2006 Goldberg

could make an early contribution to the tennis

opened as Watkins Student Center his senior

Medal from the Senior Student Affairs Officers

program. He majored in history and was captain

year at Furman.

of the tennis team, company commander of

Now, as he prepares for retirement, his name

of the Associated Colleges of the South, the
group's highest honor for professionalism, dedi

will join those of other student services legends

cation and service leadership. The Southern

- Virginia Thomas, Marguerite Chiles, Ernest

Association for College Student Affairs, which

a tour in Vietnam. While stationed at a base

Harrill, Betty Alverson - who have made an

represents institutions in 15 states and the

20 miles from Saigon, he received a letter from

enduring impact on student life.

District of Columbia, awarded him its 2006

ROTC and class senator.
After graduating in 1966, Shucker served

Furman dean Francis W. Bonner explaining that
President Gordon W. Blackwell wanted to expand

Last spring, in fact, Shucker received the
Chiles-Harrill Award in recognition of his con

the admissions department and attract more

tributions to the lives of students. More than

students from outside South Carolina. Bonner

40 people submitted letters nominating him for

Melvene Draheim Hardee Award for his
contributions to student personnel work.
And at Furman's 2007 Commencement,
he received the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie

offered Shucker the job of assistant director of

the award, and they came from all members of

Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Advising

admissions. His responsibilities would be to

the Furman family - alumni, students, faculty,

- yet another testament to his willingness

travel the Southeast and recruit students.

staff and parents.

to go the extra mile for students.

Shucker, who was dating Pam Burgess '69

Such a show of support indicates how

Although he is formally retiring from
student services, Shucker plans to hang around

(she would become his wife), accepted the offer

Shucker's caring, nurturing approach in both

- but never anticipated where it might lead.

his personal and professional relationships

campus for a while, serving as a consultant

"I had enjoyed Furman but had never considered

resonates with others. And all the letters

for the development office. He also looks

[higher education) as a career," he says. "The main

carried the same themes: This is a man

forward to traveling and devoting more time

attraction of the job was to be closer to Pam."

of honesty, integrity and stalwart character.

He quickly settled into university life and

"My first memory of Harry was his integrity

to his family and his church, First Baptist
of Greenville.
"Working here enabled me to make a career

moved up the administrative ladder, becoming

speech that he gave to Resident Assistants each

director of financial aid and then head of residen

year," says Si Pearman '87, a professor of health

that mirrored my theological reason for being,

tial living. Along the way he earned a master's

and exercise science at Furman.

which is to care for and be of service to others,"
he says. "I've been extremely fortunate to have

degree from the University of Georgia and an

"As assistant dean [from 2001-07) I was

Ed.D. from the University of South Carolina.

responsible for welcoming new students and

had these opportunities throughout my years

He was named vice president in 1985.

parents to Furman at our Orientation program,"

at Furman."
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Live at the Playhouse: H a rry Anderson
H e played J udge Harry Stone on "Night

Court" from 1984 to 1992. He went on to star
in "Dave's World," where he worked with writer/
producer Donald Todd - a 1981 Furman graduate.
And then Harry Anderson - magician,
comic, Emmy nominee - said goodbye to
Hollywood, moved to New Orleans, opened
a magic shop and a nightclub, and settled in
to what he and his wife figured would be a happy,
contented life.
Until Katrina hit in late August of 2005.
The Andersons rode out the storm - "not
a smart thing to have done," he says - and, in
the weeks afterward, began opening their club
for meetings that drew officials from the city,
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
and the Corps of Engineers. But they quickly

H o m eco m i ng 20 07

became frustrated by the pace of recovery

Perfect weather greeted alumni for Homecoming

and what they considered the city's failures

Weekend November 2-4. Top left: The

in communication and leadership. Although they loved the Big Easy, they decided to move.

Outstanding Young Alumni award winners

They wound up in Asheville, N.C., just up the road from Furman.

were John Mancini '98 (far left), a veteran of the

Through Todd, Anderson knew about Rhett Bryson, longtime theatre professor at Furman and

Afghanistan and Iraqi conflicts and now a urologic

an accomplished magician himself. And since, as Anderson says, "Magicians naturally seek each

resident in San Antonio, and Mary-Mitchell

other out, much like termites," they got in touch and arranged a meeting at Furman. Anderson

Campbell '96 of New York, a musical orchestrator,

later returned to see the theatre arts department's spring 2007 production of "Translations."

teacher and founder of Artists Striving to End
Poverty, a non-profit that works to empower
i mpoverished youth. The Distinguished Alumni
Award went to Mark Metz '85, an Atlanta
entrepreneur and in novator i n the field of
informational technology. Other highlights,
clockwise from top: A fan reflects on the action
on the field; an adventurous student applies
the final touches to a float; Patrick Sprague

It happened that Anderson was also working on a one-person show about his experiences pre
and post-Katrina. Once he saw the Furman Playhouse, with its intimate, 1 10-seat layout, he decided
he'd found the perfect spot to introduce "Drowned and Quartered: How History, Hope and Alcohol
Failed to Save New Orleans" to the world.
Which he did, in late September, with four performances over two weekends. A portion of the
proceeds went to Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans.
Anderson acknowledges that he has changed a bit since he first began flirting with Markie Post
on "Night Court" more than 20 years ago. "People don't think I'm Harry Anderson, they think I'm
the person who ate Harry Anderson," he jokes.
But he hasn't lost the effortless style and comic timing that made him and his television shows

stretches for the goal i n the 52-49 win over Elan;

so popular - and that add to the appeal of "Drowned and Quartered," in which he offers a compel

the fall was at its peak; a young visitor strikes

lingly personal portrait of a city struggling to regain its past glory.

a Heisman-like pose. Photos by Jeremy Fleming
and Will Lucas.

Anderson will no doubt continue to refine his show for future audiences. If he brings it to your
town, just remember where it got its start.
- J I M STEWART
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O ney plays sta rri ng rol e as theatre a rts p rofessor
in New York City, waiting tables at night, audi

and a 2007 recipient of the A lester G. Furman, Jr.,

Suddenly, at the age of 30, the glamorous ideal

and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious

had given way to reality.
"I knew that I just had to get on with my

When Jay Oney graduated from Furman

Oney is chair of the theatre arts department

tioning during the day and landing few parts.

Teaching. Students and colleagues applaud his
humorous, insightful lectures and ability to work

life," he says. "I had always been interested

with students as both a mentor and a creative

in the academic side of theatre, so that's what

collaborator.

I decided to do."

in 1978 with a degree in drama, he went on

He enrolled at Ohio State University to

Theatre arts professor Rhett Bryson, who
taught and directed Oney during his under

to earn a master's degree from Penn State -

pursue a doctorate. There he also met his future

graduate days, lauds his colleague's "unbridled

and then to pursue a career in acting.

wife, Carol Sutton. In 1993, after spending a year

enthusiasm and keen sense for what's funny.

For much of the 1980s he lived the nomadic

in Japan teaching English to school children,

He has just the right amount of humor and

life of a journeyman actor, finding parts where

the couple moved to Greenville, his hometown.

seriousness and creates a marvelously welcoming

he could and making due with odd jobs during

He landed an adjunct teaching job at Furman

atmosphere for students."

the slack times. It was in many ways an exciting

and began assisting with local productions.

period for him, as he was able to travel, polish
his craft and perform a variety of roles.
But the "big break" never came - unless

In 1996, he was asked to join the Furman
faculty full time. It proved to be a fortunate
decision, for both parties.

you count his walk-on on "One Life to Live."
By 1987 he was l iving in a small apartment

Today, besides being a sharp-shooting star
of the tri-weekly faculty-staff basketball games,

Oney is also known for going the extra
mile on students' behalf.
After twice being turned down for the Uni
versity of Georgia's doctoral program in theatre,
Kristin Stultz '99 turned to Oney for help with
her application. "He did it all in a busy time
made more harried by both a teaching load
and rehearsals for Furman's fall production,"
she says. The result: She is now enrolled in

K i ely n a m ed d i recto r of Hopkins N a nj i ng Ce nter

the program.

There will be few Jan Kiely sightings on campus for the next two years.

"Dr. Oney is a professor for life."

Kiely, who joined the Furman faculty in 2001 as a professor of history

In addition to directing at least one

and Asian Studies, has been appointed the American director of the

production each year, Oney finds time to feed

Hopkins Nanjing Center, a program housed on the urban campus of Nanjing

his acting jones on occasion. He has won rave

University in Nanjing, China. He has agreed to take the post for two years.
Founded 20 years ago, the center is a joint venture between Johns Hopkins and Nanjing
universities. The school offers a complete immersion experience for U.S. students, who live
with Chinese families. It employs roughly 35 faculty members and has an enrollment of 130,

reviews at Furman for performances ranging
from Elwood P. Dowd in "Harvey" to Prospero
in "The Tempest."
Those moments under the lights, he says,

and its graduate curriculum covers international relations, economics, history and inter

remind him of the excitement of his younger

national law. American and Chinese students accepted into the program must be fluent

days - until he recalls the hardships and the

in both English and Mandarin.

dry spells. As he says, "I don't miss it a whole

A native of Boston, Kiely graduated from Yale University and earned his M.A. and Ph.D.
degrees from the University of Hawaii and the University of California, respectively. He has
spent several years studying and working in China.
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"I am still learning from him," she says.
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lot, but I miss it sometimes."
The theatre's loss, though, is Furman's gain.
- JO H N ROBERTS

K h a n d ke's open-door policy serves stud ents we l l
Wal k i nto Kailash Khandke's office and he

to pursue a career in public policy because he

will greet you warmly, inquire sincerely about

showed how to synthesize the theoretical prin

your interests and converse with you at length.

ciples of the field to solve real world economic

You'd never know he was a busy professor

problems."

recently named to a new assistant deanship.
Khandke, who was awarded the Alester G.

His teaching and mentoring skills doubtless
contributed to his recent appointment as assis

Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Award for

tant dean for study away and international

Meritorious Teaching at the 2007 Commence

education. In this role he plans to foster closer

tiona! students. And he says that these students

ment, has shaped his professorial style around

coordination between the study away and inter

can be "catalysts to making students audacious

this open-door policy. In fact, he wishes more

national student programs. One of his major

enough to study away."

students would take advantage of his office hours.

tasks will be to adapt Furman's study away

"E-mailing a question is not the same as sit
ting down in an office," he says. "I often use my
office time as a vehicle to mentor at various levels."
Khandke, the Robert E. Hughes Professor

Khandke, who will continue to teach part

programs to the new academic calendar, which

time, has traveled to Busan, South Korea, with

goes into effect next year.

other Furman faculty and students to participate

Khandke feels a special bond with inter
national students because he was one himself.

in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
conference. He is also the director of an exchange

of Economics and Asian Studies, tries to tailor

In 1986 he left India to study at the University

program with a university in Kortrijk, Belgium,

his approach to each student. He patiently guides

of California-Davis, where he earned his graduate

and is helping to develop Furman's first study

struggling students, working step by step through

degrees. He joined the Furman faculty in 1995.

away trip to India this winter.

their questions. As one student attests, "He always

He believes his background helps him

takes out a sheet of paper and does not let you

- E LIZABETH COOKE '08

empathize with the struggles faced by interna-

leave until you have understood what he is trying
to say."
Yet Khandke says he's careful not to "spoon
feed" answers. He tells students, "You go think
about it and come back tomorrow."
He also takes the time to urge those students
who excel in his courses to major in economics.
His approach yields impressive results. In recent
years, Khandke has taught fewer than 12 percent
of Furman students taking the introductory eco
nomics course, but 27 percent of the department's
majors were in Khandke's intra class. That's quite

H istory p rofessor receives two major awa rds
Monica Black has been a member of the Furman history faculty for just

one term, but she has already received two top honors.
She has been awarded the Fritz Stern Prize for having one of the two
best doctoral d issertations in the field of German history for 2006. She also
received a Dr. Richard M. Hunt Fellowship for the Study of German Politics,
Society and Culture from the American Council on Germany.
The Stern Prize is given annually by the German Historical Institute in Washington,

a record, especially considering that Khandke

D.C. Black traveled to Washington in November to receive the prize and present a talk.

is known for his exacting, rigorous style.

She will use the Hunt Fellowship to conduct research in Germany next summer.

Yet Khandke does not encourage students

Her award-winning dissertation is titled "The Meaning of Death and the Making of

to choose a major precipitously. Instead, he asks

Three Berlins: A History, 1933-1961." It examines changing rituals of and attitudes toward

them to consider potential careers, posing the

death in the City of Berlin over a period of radical social, political and ideological change.

question, "What might you do with this degree?"
As one recent graduate said, "Dr. Khandke's

Black earned her doctorate from the University of Virginia, where she received the 2006
Award for Excellence in Scholarship in the Humanities and Social Sciences.

lectures in macroeconomic analysis inspired me
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B i l l P i e l o u : Model of p rofess i o n a l ism a n d i nteg rity
Shortly before William Percival Pielou retired

from Furman in 1991, a group of biology majors

Our close-knit group decided
to make T-shirts. They were bright

took a vote and decided that if they could choose

red with white letters, and dec

any department professor to be the grandfather

orated with a cardinal. I ended

to their children, Pielou was the man.

up giving mine to a relative, who

To the hundreds of students who studied

still is an avid birdwatcher.

under Pielou, such recognition would come as

Then there were the early

no surprise. Kind and considerate, thoughtful

morning bird-watching trips around

and soft-spoken, Bill Pielou was a model professor.

campus. With Dr. Pielou leading

When he died July 28 at the age of 85, Furman

the way, we would trudge through

lost an outstanding teacher and a consummate

the dew-covered grass carrying field

gentleman.

glasses, field guides and pocket-sized

Born in Detroit, Mich., he was a Navy veteran

notebooks. I still have mine, filled

of World War II who went on to earn bachelor's

with jottings and notes about our

and master's degrees from the University of

sightings.

Michigan and a doctorate from Michigan State.

The third was the independent

He taught biology on the college level for 42 years,

studies we were required to do.

the last 27 at Furman, where he arrived in 1964

Each of us was expected to present

after a stint at Northern Arizona University.
It is doubtful that any Furman biology major

two reports. I chose "Breeding
Parasitism" and "Avian Mortality." To the non

the old alumni publication. Snyder said that

made it through the Pielou years without taking

bird lover, those topics may sound terribly boring,

the department without his colleague wouldn't

his course in morphology and development.

but I learned so much while preparing my reports

provide "quite the same level of concern for our

I remember spending hours in the lab looking

that I think I could still deliver most of them

students, in and out of the classroom. And there

through a microscope at slides of chick embryos

from memory today.

in various stages of development. I only wish
I'd had the patience and the skill to reproduce
on paper what Bill Pielou showed us in class.

Such was the impact Bill Pielou could have.
When I returned to work at Furman in 2002,
I ran into Dr. Pielou at a football game. He was

will be just a bit less of that old-fashioned sense
of loyalty and duty to Furman."
Those words hold true now, as much as ever.
Bill Pielou is survived by his wife, Peggy,

80 years old but had not aged a day since our last

who worked in the Furman library for a number

course. But many of us enjoyed another Pielou

encounter in 1976. All he lacked was his white

of years; daughters Sally Pielou '79 and Mary

class just as much, if not more: ornithology.

lab coat.

Morphology and development was a required

In 1976, my final spring at Furman, I chose

We had a wonderful talk. He was extremely

ornithology as an elective. It was a small class

happy in retirement, doing odd jobs (he was quite

that met in the old histology lab of Plyler Hall,

the handyman), enjoying his grandchildren and

and we really bonded as a group. We did lots

devoting much time to his church, St. James

of traditional classroom work while learning

Episcopal. At his funeral, we learned that

avian anatomy and the physiology and taxonomy

he was the heart and soul behind almost every

of birds.

improvement project at the growing church.

Andrea Behrman '76 was in the class, and

In 1991, John Snyder, then chair of the

as we reminisced about it recently, three things

biology department, wrote an article about

still stand out.

Bill Pielou's retirement for Furman Reports,
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Clark; and three grandchildren. Memorials:
St. James Episcopal Church Organ Fund,
301 Piney Mountain Rd., Greenville, S.C. 29609.
- TO M TRI PLITT '76

The author is direc t or of the Alumni Association.

Furman is among the leaders of a commitment

conservation, high performance "green" build

The university is among 25 institutions

adopted by more than 400 colleges and universi

ings, and curricular initiatives designed to

that comprise the steering committee for

ties to address global warming and pursue the

educate young people about climate change

the American Council on Renewable Energy's

goal of making their campuses climate neutral.

and environmental stewardship.

Higher Education Committee.

The American College and University
Presidents Climate Commitment is an effort

"Sustainability is at the core of the institu
tional ethos," Shi said. "It's a global issue that

As a result of Furman's emphasis on
sustainability, the university has been named

to accelerate the research and educational

encompasses virtually every area of academic

one of the nation's 50 most environmentally

resources of higher education to help equip society

study. We need to begin mobilizing our campus

conscious colleges and universities by KIWI

to restabilize the earth's climate. Modeled after

resources for the implementation of the com

Magazine.

a successful initiative adopted by many major

mitment."

U.S. cities, ACUPCC focuses on garnering

Furman celebrated the "Year of the Environ

KIWI's first "Green College Report"
highlighted 50 schools around the country

institutional commitments to reduce and

ment" in 2006-07, during which it began pur

that offer eco-friendly campuses and programs.

eventually eliminate global warming emissions

chasing fresh produce from local farms for the

Furman and the University of South Carolina

on campuses.

university dining hall, introduced a new concept

were the only two South Carolina colleges

The group announced its intentions in June
in Washington, D.C.
Furman was one of the earliest institutions

in residential living known as the Environmental

listed in the report. Among other schools

Community of Students, launched a project to

receiving recognition were Arizona State

revive and restore the heavily polluted lake, and

University, Cornell University, Duke University,

to join the commitment, and president David

broke ground for the Cliffs Cottage, a Southern

Northwestern University and the University

Shi serves in the ACUPCC Leadership Circle.

Living home that, when completed in the spring,

of North Carolina.

He was one of the commitment's spokespersons

will be a model of green design, renewable energy

at the announcement, where he said, "It is

and operating efficiency.

especially fitting that the higher education

All of Furman's new and renovated facilities

KIWI Magazine is a bi-monthly publication
dedicated to helping families live the natural
and organic way.

community take a leadership role in promoting

are required to qualify for Leadership in Energy

"Academia is historically such a powerful

sustainability and energy independence. Colleges

and Environmental Design (LEED) certification

force in setting the trends for future generations,"

and universities are the sources of most scientific

from the U.S. Green Building Council, an

said Sara Gragnolati, KIWI's editorial director.

research.

organization that promotes environmentally

"It's uplifting to know that institutes of higher

responsible construction. Herman N. Hipp

learning are becoming champions of the planet

creativity and innovation, and they were founded

Hall, completed in 2002, was the first building

and using their influence to instigate change."

in perpetuity, to last forever. Colleges are one

in South Carolina to receive LEED certification.

"They are also the nation's seedbeds of

of our most important renewable resources."
The ACUPCC institutions will create

During the last year, Furman has also
received awards from the South Carolina

comprehensive plans to move their campuses

Wildlife Federation and the state chapter of the

toward climate neutrality, including such goals

U.S. Green Building Council for its commitment

as use of renewable sources of energy, energy

to sustainability and conservation education.

To see the "Green C ollege Report" from KIWI
Magazine, go to www.kiwimagonline.com.

For more about the AC UPCC, visit
www.president sclimat ecommit ment . org.
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NAI C U schoo ls offer
co nsu mer-friendly site
The National Association of Independent

Colleges and Universities (NAICU) has
unveiled a new on-line database that provides
a wealth of information on approximately 600
private institutions of higher learning, including
Furman.
U-CAN, which stands for the University
and College Accountability Network, is acces
sible at www.ucan-network.org.
U-CAN does not rank institutions numer
ically but instead offers prospective students
and their families objective, consumer-friendly
information about the schools. The profiles
include data on admissions, enrollment, aca
demics, student demographics, accreditation,
graduation rates, faculty, courses of study,
class size, financial aid and many other areas
of interest.
The colleges on the Web site can be
searched by city, state, distance from home
and affiliation. U-CAN is free both to users
and to the institutions that choose to partici
pate.
U-CAN is the first national consumer
information resource created and provided
directly to students and parents by colleges
and universities themselves. It was established
in response to the public demand for compa
rable, concise, relevant and easily accessible
college information.
"Higher education understands the public
desire for more readily available and more
meaningful information associated with the
process of selecting a college," says David Shi,
president of Furman and past chair of NAICU.
"U-CAN provides a meaningful alternative to
the various college rankings that rarely address
the most meaningful indicators of educational
quality."
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N ew class of Fu rma n Fe l l ows n a m ed
Furman Fellows awards are presented to

at a local high school in an English as

five outstanding seniors at the opening of

a Second Language classroom and also

each academic year. The $5,000 awards go

volunteers at an after-school program for

to students who show an ability to think

H ispanic children.

creatively and imaginatively, demonstrate

Brett Rayl hails from Myrtle Beach, S.C.

innovative problem-solving skills, and have

A history and political science major, he is

proven that they are capable of making

a h ighly respected campus leader. He was

a difference in the world.
Students are nominated for the fellow
ships by faculty and staff. A committee

the resident advisor to the living-learning
community in his sophomore year, and for the
last two years has been the facilitator for more

meets over the summer to make the selec

than 140 students in the "engaged living"

tions. The awards are made possible through

residence hall. He is a member of Quaternion,

the generosity of Bob Buckman, a former

the men's honorary leadership group.

Furman trustee, and his wife, Joyce Mollerup.
The Furman Fellows from the Class
of 2008, left to right:
Lisa Mulvey is a Spanish major from

Elizabeth Cooke of Richland Center,

Wis., is a dedicated environmentalist and
a savvy, sophisticated writer. She majors in
English and earth and environmental sciences

Westbury, N.Y., who is deeply involved in

and heads the student Environmental Action

teaching English to H ispanic immigrants

Group. A 2007 National Wildlife Federation

in Greenville. She worked to improve

Campus Ecology Fellow, she is working to

tutoring services in the Furman education

construct a rain garden on campus. She has

department by developing discussion groups

been a writer and co-editor for the Paladin.

and authoring a manual for tutors. She is
a distance runner for the track and cross

Christina Henderson, student body

president, is a political science major. A

country teams and a member of Senior Order,

resident of Fort Bragg, N.C., she has been

the women's honorary leadership society.

an intern in Sen. Hillary Clinton's office

Tierney Short is a Spanish and com

in New York and is a South Carolina field

munication studies major from Hilton Head

organizer for Clinton's presidential campaign.

Island, S.C. She is also a member of Senior

She participated in Princeton University's

Order and is a talented writer and editor.

2007 Public Policy and International Affairs

Active in community outreach, she tutors

Junior Summer Institute.

Bookma rks: Featu ring s u m m a ries of books by a l u m n i a n d facu lty
could almost be called the third leading

teaches psychology at Clemson University,

player in the drama that unfolds within

where Limber is a colleague. Agatston

of Emma Ruggles and John Tibbs, Ernaline

and around it." To learn more, visit

is a licensed professional counselor.

DeLoach and Elias J. Holt (Reprint Company,

www. readlindajacobs.com.

FROM ALUMNI

Eleanor Williams Bradley '54, Tracing Their

G eorge Singleton '80, Work Shirts for

Journey,

Madmen (Harcourt, 2007). Back with

his second novel and sixth book (including
four collections of short stories), Singleton

2007). Family histories aren't normally

1550-2006 A . D. : The Families

has been described by the C harleston (S.C.)

fodder for general interest, but this one

Neal A. Schier '83, The Outer Whorl:

Post and Courier as "one of the most

includes a lengthy chapter about Albert

Essays of an Airline Pilot (Xlibris Press,

talented American writers the South has

E. Tibbs '22, a relative of the author's

2007). The author, who lives in Mechan

turned out in decades." Work Shirts tells

husband (William Bradley '55) who was

icsburg, Pa., is an airline pilot and serves

the story of Harp Spillman, a once prom

academic dean at Furman in the late

in the military reserves. In a review on

inent metal sculptor whose ina bility to

1 940s and ' 50s and later taught philos

airlinepilotcentral.com, pilot Ciro Attardo

avoid demon rum threatens to destroy

ophy. Along with recollections of Tibbs'

writes that Schier "offers a rare glimpse

his artistic reputation. He gets a chance

life and work, the book features the Tibbs

into the life and psyche of an air transport

at redemption when he is commissioned

children, Ted ' 54, Mary Molina ' 5 7 and

pilot . . . . Part autobiographical, part

to create a series of metal angels for the

Albert, Jr. '64. Bradley and her husband

tribute, and part examination of what

city of Birmingham, Ala. How will Harp

are retired and live in Ontario, Canada.

it was like to almost lose 20 years of work

And what of his relationship with his

Elvin D. " Bu d " Moon ' 57, Observations

through the industry, The Outer Whorl

patient, practical wife Raylou? As usual,

from the Moon (I nsight Publishing, 2007).

slowly and philosophically allows the

the author offers plenty of h umorous

This set of 7 5 "observations" could easily

reader to ask the same questions as to

surprises. The Raleigh (N.C.) News &

have an alternative title: "The Wit and

the value of answering the call of flying."

Observer says, "When Singleton gets it

Wisdom of Bud Moon." A retired phar

in a career due to the post 9/1 1 fallout

handle this project? Can he stay sober?

right, you feel that a light has been shone

maceutical salesman who is now a popular

Robin Kowalski '85, Sue Limber and

on at least half of Dixie." Si ngleton teaches

humorist and speaker, Moon, who lives

Patricia W. Agatston, Cyber Bullying:

at the South Carolina Governor's School

in Anderson, S . C . , says he's spent his

Bullying in the Digital Age (Blackwell

for the Arts and Humanities in G reenvil le.

whole life tal king, so now he's decided

Publishing Limited, 2007). The publisher

to start writing. This book is a collection

says, "With advances in technology,

Kenneth P. Stuart '45, Defenders of the

of his homespun tales and insightful

cyber bul lying has become more and

Frontier: Colonel Henry Bouquet and the

commentaries.

more prevalent through the use of e-mail,
instant messages, chat rooms, and other

Officers and Men of the Royal American

1 763-64 ( H eritage Books, 2007).

Linda Heatwole Jacobs '74, Lake of Fire

d igital messaging systems - it also brings

Bouquet has been called "the foremost

(Medal lion Press, 2007). Jacobs, who

with it unique challenges for parents and

soldier of his day," and yet the publisher

wrote about her career in the summer issue

educators. Cyber Bullying provides the

says he is "one of the most unappreciated

of Furman, publishes the third book in her

most current and essential information on

British Army officers from the pre-Revolu

Yellowstone Park trilogy. Set at the turn

the nature and preva lence of this epidemic

tionary War period. .

of the century, it chronicles much of the

and provides . . . critical prevention tech

Regiment

During the uneasy

peace that followed the French and Indian

park's rich early history. Robert Vaughan,

niques and strategies for effectively

War, Bouquet [and his troops] protected

a winner of the Spur Award for distin

addressing electronic bullying." Kowalski,

and rescued settlers on the western fron

guished writing about the American West,

who wrote Complaining, Teasing, and

tiers of Pennsylvania from increasingly fre

calls the book "bold and brawling -

Other Annoying Behaviors (Yale University),

quent Indian attacks." Stuart is a teacher

and touchingly human." Jane Bowers

and historian who lives i n Greencastle, Pa.

of Romance Reviews Today says, "The park

C. Melissa Snarr '92, Social Selves
and Political Reforms: Five Visions
in Contemporary Christian Ethics

(Continuum Press, 2007). The author
is an assistant professor of ethics and
society at Vanderbilt University Divinity
School and Graduate Division of Religion .
The publisher says her book "explores and
evaluates five different visions of the social
self from five key ethicists (Rauschenbusch,
Niebu hr, Hauerwas, Harrison, and Townes).
It identifies insights and risks associated
with each vision of the self and considers
the adequacy of each vision for reforms
that deepen democracy."
FROM FACULTY

Kate Palmer Kaup, editor, Understanding
Contemporary Asia Pacific (Lynne Rienner

Publishers, 2007). Kaup, associate pro
fessor of political science and chair of
Asian Studies at Furman, has compiled
an introductory text and resource book
for those i nterested in the Asia Pacific
region . The publisher describes it as
"a comprehensive introduction to one
of the most complex and rapidly changing
regions in the world today," and Guoli
Liu, a political scientist at the College
of Charleston, says, " It is an essential
introduction to a dynamic and increasingly
significant region."
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P H I L A N T H R O PY

What Rea l ly M atters? The L. D . Joh nson Lectu re Series
"As a human being and as a preacher,

of alumni and friends who admired Johnson

L.D. Johnson was remarkable. There are not

formed a committee whose goal is to ensure

many among us capable of coming away from

the future of the lecture series by establishing

charmed circles, from places of wealth and

a $75,000 endowment.

power, without somehow wanting to occupy
them. L.D. Johnson was capable of looking

Co-chaired by Furman trustee Ed Good '67
and his wife, Peggy Ellison Good '67, the

beyond the temporal to the eternal. He simply

committee sees the lecture series as providing

knew what mattered."

a unique opportunity for students to hear how

So said The Asheville Citizen on December
23, 1981, three days after L.D. Johnson, chaplain
at Furman for almost 1 5 years, died of cancer.
As a minister and chaplain, Johnson inspired

members of the Furman community confront
life's significant questions. They believe that
the ideas and experiences presented since the
series began in 1982 have offered challenging

thousands through his preaching, writing and

insights that reflect Johnson's intellect and

spiritual leadership, and he touched the lives

theology.

of countless Furman students and faculty who
looked to him as a friend, counselor and mentor.
Sam Hodges '77, religion reporter for the

Francis W. Bonner, former vice president
and provost at Furman, came to know Johnson
as a member of Greenville's First Baptist Church,

Dallas Morning News, has written, "When he

which Johnson served before accepting the

preached in the student center on Sunday

Furman position. In a tribute in the Winter

morning, many of us would struggle out of bed

1982 issue of Furman Reports, Bonner wrote that

to be there, no matter what the previous night's

Johnson "left us a legacy rich and rare. He was

wreckage. We knew that from L.D. we would

a great man - great from the pulpit and plat

to cope with the loss of his daughter, Carole,

hear something moving and profound. He was

form, great in conveying the truths of life through

in an automobile accident.

a great Bible scholar and a great role model, too,

his remarkable writings, great in his brilliance

having taken courageous stands on civil rights

as a scholar and teacher. Those of us who had

because of the October 18 death of Johnson's

the good fortune to know him will remember

widow, Marion, in Richmond, Va. She was a Phi

him best for his unpretentious compassion -

Beta Kappa graduate of George Washington

and other social issues."
Shortly after his death, Furman established
the L.D. Johnson Memorial Lectures to honor his
life and work. Two lectures - one by a faculty

his deep, calm and genuine love for people."
Among Johnson's lasting contributions

This year's lectures have added poignancy

University and was much admired in her own
right. Her gift to Furman named the Daniel

member or administrator and one by an alumnus

to Furman was a "Statement of Character and

Chapel's ministers' office in honor of her

- are presented each academic year and address

Values." Drafted in 1974, the statement has been

husband.

the theme "What Really Matters." Stacy Sauls

revised over the years as Furman's circumstances

'77, bishop of the Episcopal diocese of Lexington,

have changed, but it continues to provide

Ky., delivered this year's first lecture November 1 .

direction to the university. (Read the statement

Harry Shucker '66, outgoing vice president for

at www.furman.edu/personnel/vpaa.htm.)

student services at Furman, will speak April 29.
This fall marks the 25th anniversary of the
first Johnson lecture, which was given by the

Johnson was also a prolific writer. His books
included An Int roduction t o the Bible, Moments

now deceased Theron Price, professor of religion.

of Reflection (a collection of his columns) and
The Morning Aft er Death, a moving volume

In conjunction with the anniversary, a group

about grief and death drawn from his efforts
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To read previous L.D. Johnson lect ures, visit
www.furman. edu/chaplaincy/index.htm and click
on the lecture series link. To join the endowment
effort , send a check to the Development Office,
Furman University, Greenville, S.C., 2961 3,
and designat e it for the L.D. Johnson Lecture
Series. Memorials for Marion Johnson may
also be direct ed t o the lecture series.

Furman

AT H L E T I C S

So uthern style: Wom e n 's ten n is tea m 's reci p e for su ccess
As a senior at the University of Tennessee

had pictures of their teams playing," says

in the early 1980s, Debbie Southern so admired

Dunigan, who was Southern Conference Player

basketball coach Pat Summitt that she decided

of the Year four times and was inducted into

to try out for the women's basketball team. This

Furman's Athletic Hall of Fame this fall. "But

even though Southern was attending Tennessee

he told me that Furman's coach had pictures

on a tennis scholarship and had every intention

of her players doing everything but playing ten

of becoming a tennis coach after graduation.

nis. After hearing that, I had to go take a look."

"I was willing to give up my tennis scholar

Dunigan, a Furman Bisher Scholar at

ship if I made the team," says Southern, who

Furman, remembers the spring break trips the

managed to stay on the roster until the final

team took that included hikes in the Grand

cut. "I really admired Pat Summitt as a coach,

Canyon, shows in Las Vegas and snow skiing in

and I wanted to get a closer look at how she

Idaho. "What other coach is going to let their

developed players. You can learn a lot from

a

a great coach, no matter what the sport."

team go snow skiing during a tournament trip?"
she says.

Southern may not have been able to study

While Southern wants her players to

under Summitt, now the winningest basketball

perform at their best, she also works to make

coach in college history, but it doesn't appear

Debbie Southern (left) and Laura Gioia

to have undermined her effectiveness as a coach.

another trip to the NCAA tournament.

'09 are eyeing

Since becoming the women's tennis coach at
Furman in 1985, Southern, the daughter (Harold Southern '37) and sister
(Hal '79) of Furman graduates, has spent the last 22 years establishing
a level of excellence that is downright Summitt-like.
Southern's Furman teams have won 329 matches and 15 Southern
Conference championships. They have appeared in seven NCAA tour

their experience fun.
"You want to push them hard and stretch
them, but you don't want to break them, and

you have to walk that fine line as a coach," she says.
Dunigan recalls, "She did a great job of dealing with eight or more
girls who had vastly different personalities, figuring out how to get the
most out of each one of us."
The Lady Paladins return another strong team this year, including reign

naments and posted a mind-bending 1 58-1 1 record in league play. Entering

ing conference Player of the Year Laura Gioia '09. And while there is a

the 2008 season, her teams have won 79 consecutive regular-season con

79-match winning streak to protect, you won't hear Southern mention it.

ference matches and produced 1 1 5 all-conference selections, 99 academic
honor roll citations and 72 conference singles and doubles champions.
Southern has been named league Coach of the Year 1 1 times and
Furman's Lyles Alley Coach of the Year on four occasions. In December
2004 she was inducted into the South Carolina Tennis Hall of Fame.
And she has accomplished all this even though Furman's program is
not fully funded (she operates with five full scholarships of a possible eight).
She has proved to be a masterful recruiter who lands her share of top players

"We never talk about the streak," she says. "Our goal is to win the
conference championship and make the NCAA tournament, but we never
talk about anything else."
At one time, Southern thought about moving up to a "bigger" job. Not
anymore. She is satisfied at Furman - and determined to raise the money to
endow another tennis scholarship before she leaves, whenever that might be.
"I know I don't have the resources here to win a national championship,
and that's OK," she says. "I have an interest in developing student-athletes,

and who has managed to create an environment that produces top-flight

and Furman's a great place to do that. I want them to become better play

tennis without a win-at-all-costs mentality.

ers, but I also want to help them be better persons and better team members.

When Megan Dunigan '02, the most honored women's tennis player in

"When the players walk away from the program, I don't want them

school history, was looking at colleges, she was intrigued by Furman's recruit

to remember the wins and losses. I want them to remember the moments

ing display at the Clay Court Nationals in her home state of Tennessee.

they were together as a team."

"My dad was looking around the various booths, and all the coaches

- VI N C E M O O R E
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S P E C I AL T I M E S A N D M E M O R I E S :

REVI S I T I N G T H O S E F U R MA N DAYS

" Do n 't it a lways seem to go, that you don't

ments of Furman graduates are awe-inspiring and

know what you've got 'til it's gone? "

reflect the prestige alma mater has attained.

Borrowing this line from a Joni M itchell song,

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Since the release of M itchell's " Big Yellow Tax i "

we began the September meeting of the Alumni

i n 1 970, many artists, from the Counting Crows to Amy

Association Board of

G rant '82 (yes, she went to Furman for two years), have

Although Homecoming '07 has only just ended,
we're a l ready thinking ahead, so start making your
plans now t o j o i n u s . Classes ending in 3 a n d 8 will
be having special reunions.

Di rectors by sharing

recorded the tune. If you l isten to either contemporary

TRAVEL OPPORTU N ITI ES R E M A I N

memories of our student

or "oldies" radio stations, you're l i kely to hear it, and

T h e first o f what w e hope t o b e m a n y alumni trips

days at Furman. Not sur

the catchy song just might stay with you for a while.

to Chile is filling u p fast.

prising ly, we appreciate

When you encounter the refrain, let it serve

The trip to Patagonia is scheduled January 1 0- 1 8 .

those special times much

as a reminder of your Furman experience (except for

You'll stay a t a resort developed b y J i m Anthony,

more today than when

the bad grammar). And then take action. Register

developer of the C liffs Communities nea r Furma n .

we were actually

on the Alumni Web site at http://a l u m n i .furman .edu

Furman hopes this is the start o f an ongoing program

experiencing them.

to reconnect with classmates and learn about Furman

in Chile that will involve students, p rofessors and

Club gatherings in your area . Visit campus for special

alumni in eco-tourism, wellness and service

events such as Homecoming, a concert or play.

opportunities.

Board members
represent many decades
of Furman alumni, but
there were common threads i n our memories:

Better yet, read about the " Because Furman
Matters" campaign on page 16 of this magazine, o r

Cost of the trip is a pproximately $4,000 per
person, which includes air fare from Atlanta and

of late-night discussions in dorm rooms and cutting

on-line at www.becausefu rman matters.com. Then

all lodging, meals and activities. To learn more,

class the next day; of wonderful p rofessors (and

respond generously. Together, we can ensure that

visit http://alumn i.furman .edu and click on the Travel

of those we avoided); of mandatory Religion-in-Life

Furman does not fall into the category of something

Programs link.

lectures and bypassed fine arts opportunities; of relief

"that you don't know what you've got 'til it's gone."

I n addition, J a ne D u ngan, associate d i rector of the
Alumni Association, has worked with history p rofessor

at the end of practice for a varsity sport; of the days
of no-g reens-fee golf; and of the m ove to the "new"

A N N IVERSARY PLANS

Steve O'Neill '82 and professor emeritus Bill Lavery to

campus and our amazement at its beauty as it con

B e l i eve it or not, it has been a l most 50 years since

plan a wonderful trip to Charleston, S . C . , January 23-27.

tinues to mature and expand.

Furman moved to its "new" campus. The bold vision

Regardless of graduation year, all of us could
have recited two other thoughts i n un ison. I daresay
all a l u m n i could do the same.
First, Furman was the catalyst for l ifelong friend

Join them in exa mining the cultu re, h istory,

that President John Plyler had so many years ago has

commerce a n d cuisine of South Carolina's most historic

certainly proven to be the right decision.

city, including private tours of the Charleston Tea

One of his sons, John Plyler, J r. ' 56, is working

Plantation and the Maersk Line Shipping Company

with a committee of facu lty, staff, a l u m n i and students

(the world's la rgest), a study of the myths and realities

ships. Whether or not we knew it at the time, those

to plan a major ann iversary celebration next year,

of the Holy C i ty, and a special Lowcountry meal

relationships helped to define us, and we must admit

which you 'll hear more about i n coming months.

p resented by Cha rleston Cooks. For costs and

that the confluence of that time and place will not

He has found some wonderful film footage of old

other information, contact Jane at (864) 294-2972

happen again.

campus traditions that young and old will enjoy.

or e-mail jane.dungan@furman.edu.

Second, the value of a Furman d i ploma continues

The comm ittee is developing special activities

- HARRIET ARNOLD WILBURN '74

to increase with each passing year. J ust as when we

and displays to honor Furman's past and celebrate

were in school, the talents and abi lities of students

its promising future - including some (drum roll for

The writer is president of the Alumni Association

continue to be nu rtured and refi ned under the guidance

shameless plug) specially designed for Homecoming

Board of Directors.

of a n outsta nding faculty. Moreover, the accomplish-

2008, October 1 0- 1 2 .
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Edith Gresham Kelley, a former editor

with the Central Intelligence Agency, has
returned to her hometown of Ware Shoals,
S . C . She and her husband, Wallace, retired
from the federal government and lived
on a horse farm in Middleburg, Va.,
before coming back to South Carolina.

48

In J u ne the Elbert County (Ga.) Historical

Society sponsored a banquet honoring
K . Lee "Chunk" Atkinson for his service

to the county, including 1 6 years as a high
school football coach in Elberton and E l bert
County and 12 years as superintendent of
El bert County Schools. The Elbert County
Board of Education named the playing
surface of El berton's Granite Bowl
"Atkinson Field" in his honor.

53

2008 I S R E U N I O N Y E A R !
D i c k Campbell was inducted into the

G reater Knoxville (Tenn.) Sports Hall of
Fame in July. He coached basketball from
1 9 5 3 through 1 99 1 , with college stints

at North G reenville J u nior College (now
Un iversity), Carson- Newman, The Citadel,
Xavier and Bel mont. He also coached
at two Knoxville high schools. He is
a member of the athletic halls of fame
at North G reenville and Carson-Newma n .

. .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Publishers. The text, typically used in the

of ETS from 1 992 to 1 997 and cha ired

first graduate cou rse in resea rch methods

the seminary's board from 1 998 to 2001 .

and in upper-level undergraduate courses,

An endowed fund at the school is named

is a best seller in the Un ited States and

i n his honor.

has been translated into six languages.

68

2008 I S R E U N I O N Y E A R !

of Florida as executive vice president/chief
corporate banking executive. He was

Church Preschool in Raleigh, N . C .

previously cha i r and CEO of NetBank.

After retiring from the College of

Pat Grills (M.A. '78), an art teacher at

Cha rleston (S.C.) as a professor in the

Riverside High School in G reenvi l le Cou nty,

School of Busi ness, Perry Woodside

was first runner-up for the county's 2007

has become d i rector of the Charleston

Teacher of the Yea r award.

practice unit of Dixon Hughes. Along

After 3 4 years in the U . S . Navy, Steve

with maintaining a consulting practice,

Maas has retired with the rank of rear

he is qual ified as an expert in finance

admira l . His final position was director

and economics in family, state and

of logistics and engineering for the U . S .

federal courts.

Northern Command in Colorado Springs,

69

After more than 1 5 years a s dean of
the School of Education at Elan (N .C.)

Robert Greenwood o f Travelers Rest,

and take a sabbatical to prepare for a

S . C . , is author of Outsourcing Culture:

return to the classroom. The school serves

How American Culture Has Changed

nearly 800 students in teacher education,

from " We the People " Into a One World

exercise and sport science, and leisure/

Government, from Outskirts Press.

sport management.

Robert formerly worked in continuing

MARRIAGE: Sharon Feaster and John

education at Furman and also was

Lewis, June 2. They live in Goose C reek,

a teacher and administrator at North

S . C . Sharon is an associate professor

G reenville Un iversity. Learn more
at www.outsk i rtspress.com/Greenwood .

70

the k inesiology department at Iowa State
University, is co-author of Research
Methods in Physical Activity, now in its

fifth edition from H u man K i netics

78

down at the end of this academic year

Marthabelle Brunson Rabon and her

Jerry Thomas, professor and chair of

Maas, n o w live i n Florida.

2008 I S R E U N I O N Y E A R !

Un iversity's Charleston Center.

She also taught in Georgia and California.

Colo. He and his wife, Barb Goodsell ' 7 1

University, Gerald D i l l ashaw will step

63

special education in G reenvi l le Cou nty.

board of trustees, has joined Bank Atlantic

in June as d i rector of Hayes Barton Baptist

2008 I S R E U N I O N Y E A R !

Easley, S . C . She h a s retired from teaching

Doug Freeman, a member of the Furman

Priscilla Duckworth Whitfield retired

of education at Southern Wesleyan

husband, E.W. Rabon, Jr. '62, l ive i n

72

I n Ju ne, David Swi n k was named presi

81

Ronald Malone, cha ir and CEO of Gentiva

Health Services, Inc., the nation's largest
provider of comprehensive home health
and related services, has been named to
the board of H i l lenbrand Industries, Inc.,
a leader in the health care and funeral
services industries. Ron is also d i rector
of the National Association for Homecare
and Hospice.
Jeanie Moody Reed, a music teacher

at Stone Academy, is the G reenville County
Teacher of the Yea r for 2007.
Scott and M ichele Cooper '80 Wilcher

live i n Chesapeake, Va., where he is the
founder and executive director of The
U pStream Project, a m i nistry that coaches
church leaders to better reach and retain
young people in the church. His articles
on rethinking youth min istry have appeared
in several magazines. To learn more, visit
www.upstreamproject.org.

82

Barry Biddlecomb of Athens, Ga.,

is an associate professor of mathematics
at Georgia Gwinnett College.

84

Barbara Pickens Foster (M .A.) i s a third

grade teacher at Lewisville (N .C.) Ele
mentary School.
Janice M e haffey Hinnant was ordained

to the ministry in J u ne by Earle Street
Baptist Church in G reenville, where she
has served as minister of music for 1 2

79

years. Her husband, Hank Hinnant,

Louise Rogers Slater is co-owner of

is music minister at Fourth Presbyterian

The Price Group, Inc., Educational Planning

Church.

dent emeritus of Ecumenical Theological

Services i n Columbia, S.C. The Price Group

Dallas Whitaker of Lutz, Fla., has

Seminary in Detroit, Mich., and awarded

helps students and fam i l ies find schools

established G reystone Equity LL, an i nvest

an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree.

that match the individual needs of each

ment and development company. He is

As pastor of Chilson H i lls Church i n

student.

president-elect of the Tampa Bay chapter

Brighton for more t h a n 2 5 years, David
has promoted a connection between the
church and the seminary. He was president

of the National Association of Ind ustrial
and Office Properties and previously
headed NAIOP's Alabama chapter.
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Richard and Lai n i e Cantrell Crose, a son,

2007-08 A LU M N I BOA R D O F D I RECTORS

Richard Rollin Ill, September 3, Boone, N . C .

91

Ha rriet Arnold W i l b u rn '74, president; Randolph W. Blackwell '63,
president elect; C l a re Folio Morris '83, vice president; James H. S i m kins,

Services at St. Mary's Un iversity
in San Antonio, Texas.
In J une, Ty Houck joined the Greenville
County Recreation District as director of

Lura Banner Dye of Greenville has earned

greenways, natural and historical resources.

J r. '78, past president; Rebecca A n n Armacost '89; Lynn Neely B a i l ey '78;

her master's degree in health administra

He previously worked for the South

Venita Tyus Billi ngslea '81; Fra n k W . Blackwell '90; J o h n M. Block '63;

tion from the Medical University of South

Carolina State Park Service for 1 2 years.

J. C h ris Brown '89; M a ry Lou Walch Cagle '69; H . F u r m a n C antrell ' 6 1 ;

Carolina.

The Tennessee Repertory Theatre has

Bobby E . C h u rch ' 7 8 ; David S . C o b b ' 9 0 ; P a u l D . Goebel ' 6 3 ; Vicki B i e ksha

Regions Bank i n Chattanooga, Ten n . ,

named Pat Patrick marketing manager.

J o h nson '93; L . Yates Johnson, Jr. ' 59; William A . Lampley '41 ; J. Cordell

h a s announced t h e appointment of

Pat, who lives in Nashville, is also president

M addox ' 54; Jose p h C . Moon, J r. '76; Ell ison L . S m ith '89; Cynthia Black

M ichael Mathis as its new city president.

of the board of directors for Book 'em,

Sparks '80; Heyward M . S u l liva n '59; William N. Turrentine '64; Daniel R .

B I RTHS: Reed and Susan H u nt,

the Middle Tennessee literacy organization,

Varat '88; Connie G a rtrell Williams '74

a daughter, J i l lian Blair, May 3 1 , Asheville,

and is chair of " Read M e Week," the

N.C.

state's most visible literacy initiative.

Ex-Officio and Other M e mbers: David Shi '73, president; M ichael Gatchell

Scott and Melinda Ray Ortwein, a

MARRIAGE: Tanya Hanano and Robert

' 9 1 , vice president for developm e nt ; Tom Triplitt '76, director of A l u m n i

daughter, Olivia Ray Ortwein , October 26,

John Wheeler, Jr., September 1 5, 2006.

Association; J a n e D u n g a n , associate d i rector o f A l u m n i Association; Tina

2006, Atlanta.

They live in Wilmington, N.C. Tanya is

Hayes Ba l l ew '78, associate d i rector of Alumni Association; Cari W i l l i a m s

92

H i c k s '97, president, Young A l u m n i Council; Frances Flowers '09, p resident,
Student A l u m n i Council; C h ristina Henderson '08, president, Association

Jason H i g htower recently accepted

of Furman Students; Brad C a ke '08, president, Senior Class

85

linda Petrakis, who is i n real estate sales

with Coldwell Banker in Boca Raton, Fla.,
has achieved top 3 percent internationally
i n sales for the third year i n a row.

86

C h i p Byrd and his wife, Patricia, live i n

Santa Fe, N . M . , and are the new owners/
publishers of The Essential Guide to
Santa Fe & Taos. Read about their work

at www.essentialguide.com.

88

2008 I S R E U N I O N Y E A R !
MARRIAG E : Jennifer Meyer Garrett

and Thomas Levi Chesney, June 9 . Thomas
is a foreman at RT Construction in Fountain
Inn, S.C.. and Jennifer is a media specialist
at Mauldin Middle School.

a physical therapist at New Hanover
Regional Medical Center and Robert is
a financial consultant for Edward Jones.

a new position as principal of Meeker

B I RTHS: Tim and Sharon McCullough,

(Colo.) Elementary School.

a daug hter, Sarah Katherine, April 1 0 ,

Emily M itchell Peters teaches at North

Greer, S.C.

woods Montessori School in Atlanta.

Nathaniel and E l i zabeth Olsen Wade,

John and Heather Price Russell, a son,

Regina Walter is a voice instructor at

a son, Skyler Nathaniel, May 1 6 . They live

Zane Alexander, February 22, Cary, N . C .

Texas Woman's Un iversity in Denton.

in Ames, Iowa.

MARRIAGES: Jenn ifer Marie Beatson

Jeremy and Lindsay White, a son,

89

and George Stewart Martin, June 1 6 .

Coleman Marshall, January 3 1 . The Whites

T h e Western Carolina Regional Sewer

They live i n Wenham, Mass., where she

split their time between Charlotte and Lake

Authority, which serves Greenville and

is an associate professor of Spanish at

Lure, N . C . , i n Jeremy's role as d i rector of

several other counties in u pstate South

Gordon College and h e is a loss prevention

operations and camp d i rector of Camp

Carolina, has hired Cathy Davis Caldwell

investigator for AT&T.

Lurecrest Ministries, a C h ristian summer

as its admin istration and finance director.

Barbara Emener and Tony Karasek,

youth camp and retreat center. Lindsay

She was previously assistant corporate

June 1 5 . Barbara recently went to work

is a speech pathologist for Carolinas

controller and Americas region controller

for the PGA TOUR as director of corporate

Medical Center.

for KEMET Electronics Corp.

marketing. They live i n Jacksonville, Fla.

Nathan and Amy Heidebrecht

Kelly Jackson Roberts has earned a Ph.D.

BIRTHS: Michael and Julie Mabry

Woolwine, a son, Nathan Ashley I I ,

i n music education from Northwestern

Dotson, a son, Parker Michael, Aug ust 14.

May 1 9, Concord, N . C .

University and works as a music specialist

They live in Greenville.

in the C l ayton County (Ga.) school system .

Scott and Nancy Raeber, a son, Mac

BIRTH: George a n d Chandler Park

Roberts, July 1 6. They live in Boise, Idaho.

Francis, a son, G eoffrey Thomas, June

5,

Raleigh, N . C .

90
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Kevin Hebblethwaite o f Atlanta i s

president o f a new executive leadership
team established by ED I, Ltd ., to increase
the company's operational excellence in

Laura Bryan has become clinical admin

technology consulting and design services

a daug hter, Julia O'Brien, September 1 1 .

B I RTHS: Scott and Stephanie Boyles,

istrator of the Family Life Center i n the

for corporate, healthcare and institutional

They live i n Alexandria, Va.

a son, Wilson Scott. April 24, Thorofare, N.J.

Department of Counseling and Human

clients.

BIRTHS: Peter and Catherine Gwin,
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Kris Kapoor is director of investments

E r i k and Jenn ifer Halbert Fields, a

at Furman, where he helps to oversee the

daughter, Caitlin Elizabeth, November 22,

investment of the university's endowment.

2006, Cumming, G a .

H e previously was a vice president with

Brian and Lori Green, a daughter,

B B &T Asset Management, Inc.

Katherine Grace, December 27, 2006.

B I RTHS: Scott and Kerstin Reinhold ' 9 1

They live i n Columbia, Mo., where Brian

Armstrong, a daug hter, Carrie Stella,

is an assistant professor in the Department

August 29. Scott is lead pastor for a new

of Radiology at the Un iversity of Missouri.

church, the Atlanta Eastside Church.

Brian and Patricia M c Pherson '96

Stowe and Wendy Hami lton '98 Barber,

Rudisill, a daughter, Elizabeth Griffin, June

a daug hter, Lula Porter, May 1 6, Charlotte,

6, Charlotte, N . C . Brian is a portfolio

N.C.

manager at Eastover Capital Management.

Marshall a n d Beth Woods Collins,

Jeff and Paige Wilbanks Spivey, a son,

a daughter, Mary Caroline, May 1 1 ,

Calvin McCallum, February 1 9. They live

Charlotte, N . C .

in Rabun Gap, Ga.

95

Jeffrey French has joined the biology

faculty at North Greenville Un iversity.
April Knight recently covered 2,200 mi les

i n 25 days traveling by bicycle from San
Diego, Calif., to Charleston, S.C. She
works as an occupational therapist in
Asheville, N .C., and is completing a nursing
degree. She plans to pursue work in
international medical missions.
B I RTHS: Chris and Jenn ifer Clamp, a son,

Keegan James, May 1 1 , Land O' Lakes, Fla.
Luke and Amanda Dobson, a son, Isaac

Turner, May 1 1 . Luke teaches physical
education at Woodland Heights Elementary

School in Spartanburg, S.C., and Amanda
is d i rector of instructional technology for
Spartanburg County School District 6 .
L e e a n d Lara Gause English, a daughter,
Elizabeth Parker, February 6, Ripley, Tenn.
Aaron and Holly Burnette Hawthorne,
a daughter, Lily Kate, March 30. They live
in Alpharetta, Ga., and Holly works for
Hewlett Packard.
Tripp and Lisa Carswell Presnell, a son,
William Hall I l l , May 22, Beaufort, S . C .
B e n a n d Stacie Snyder, a son, G rayson

David, March 29. Ben is an assistant
professor and chair of the kinesiology
department at Shenandoah University
in Winchester, Va.
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Who a re these m e n and why aren't they paying
attention to what they're supposed to be doing?
They're M i ke Schwarz '82 (left) and Clark Cothran
'84, both international first officers for American Airlines.

(Apologies to Un ited for the headline). And if you look
closely, you'll see what's captured their attention: a copy
of Furman magazine (before the redesign). But we're
not complaining, since such scintillating fare is enough
to distract anyone from their appointed duties.
But just how did these gentlemen get together in
the cockpit of a Boeing 767? Schwarz lives in New Jersey
and Cothran in North Carolina, but both are based out
of New York's Kennedy Airport. On international flights
the airline assigns two first officers and a captain, because
the Federal Aviation Administration requi res rest breaks
for any trip longer than eight hours.
The Furman grads happened to land on the flight
from Brussels to J FK, and when the captain took his break,
they wound up i n charge. This may well be the first time
two Paladins have been in control of a major international
flight.
And since both benefited from a liberal arts educa
tion that is second to none - Schwarz in political science,
Cothran in mathematics - we assume they remembered
to flip the automatic pilot switch before posing. Rumor
has it they also required the passengers to do the
"FU One Time" cheer before disembarking.
Thanks to Cothran for sending the photo.
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Brant a n d Jennifer Zubrod Taylor, a

science writer. Preston is a professional

daughter, Alexandra Michelle, November 1 ,

puppeteer and a doctoral student in

2006, Lexington, S . C .

biopsychology at City University of
New York.

96

Christie Matthews received a Master of

William Robert. May 26, West Caldwell,

Divinity degree from the Emory University

N.J. Bob is a sales representative for Ortho

Candler School of Theology in May. She

Biotech, a division of Johnson and Johnson.

is a member of the South Carolina Con

Nathan W., Sr., and Laura Karn, a son,

ference of the United Methodist Church.

Gideon David, August 1 4, Roaring Spring,

Andrew W i l l iams of Cambridge, Mass.,

Pa.

has earned a Master of Theology degree

Scott '98 and Jane Moody Keefauver,

from Ha rvard U niversity.

a daughter, Rachel Leigh, May 3, Easley, S . C .

Dawn Turner Woodard of Franklin,

Craig and Meredith Matkin Newmaker,
a son, Jeremy Matthew, May 2 3 . They live

Amateur Golf Championship in June and

in Monument, Colo. Meredith completed

qualified for both the North & South

her P h . D . in biblical studies from Newburgh

Amateur and the U . S . Women's Amateur

Theological Semi nary in October 2006.

championships.

Joe and Susan Worley Brewer have

moved to Greenville where Joe is chief
staff attorney for Federal Magistrate Judge

Solutions.
A llyson Deihl and M ichael Brice, January

1 3 . They live in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
Sharon Si korski and Brian Sofield,

Brucie Hendricks.

August 3. They live in Taylors, S . C .

LeRoy Butler of Blythewood, S . C . ,

degree in educational leadership from the

BIRTHS: E r i k and Audra Wages Arnold,

a daughter, Stella Catherine, May 3 1 ,
C a l houn, G a .

University of South Carolina.
Lily C h a n g graduated from the University

of Missouri-Columbia in August 2006 with

Greg and Jessica Burrell, a s o n , Braxton

Jape, May 10, Ellijay, Ga.
Ken '98 and Jennie Randall Dwyer,

a Ph . D . in philosophy.
Nate Reinha rt, formerly an assistant

tennis coach at Mississippi State University,

tennis coach at Wright State Un iversity

Foerder, August 9. Sarah is a free-lance

in Oviedo, Fla., where C h rista is on the
staff of U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez and Mark
is a software architect for Aptitude

Carolina.

has been named men's and women's

MARRIAGE: Sarah Webb and Preston

a daughter, Julia McClain, January 8,
Fayetteville, N . C .
Chris a n d Katherine Gosnell Morgan,
a daughter, Kayla Nicole, June 30, 2006,

i n Dayton, Ohio.

N E E DTOB REAT H E T U R N S UP ' T H E H E AT'

were not disappointed.

Marjorie Avent of Charleston, S.C.,

has earned an educational specialist degree

recently received h i s Doctor o f Philosophy

Ten n., won the Tennessee Women's

"The Heat," the second CD from N EEDTOBREATHE,

MARRIAGES: Christa Bailey and Mark

Allen, November 1 1 , 2006. They live

i n counseling from the Un iversity of South

BIRTHS: Bob and Dina Fiore, a son,

Fa n s awa iti ng the late August release of

97

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Furman magazine publ ished a profile about
the group i n the W i nter 2006 issue.)

HM (The H a rd Music) magazine praised "The
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the group's sound to two other notable bands with
which it has toured, saying that N EE DTO B R EATHE
"combi nes Tra i n's mastery of mid-tempo adult

Heat's" "giant hooks, sweeping anthems, memorable

alternative with Collective Soul's pulsing,

critical acclaim and strong word of mouth for its

choruses [and] catchy melodies," and CCM (Christ

straightforward rock."

hard-driving sound and faith-driven message. The

Community M usic) said the album would "appeal

band, featuring (from left) 2003 Furman graduates

to any fans of solid pop-driven rock music that features

Joe Stillwell and Bear Rinehart, plus Bo Rinehart

the rare combination of solid musicianship and lyrical

remained there for weeks. To sample the a l bum's

(Bear's brother) a n d Seth Bolt, rode the momentum

genius." J a red Johnson of All Music Guide compared

sounds and view the video for " Sig nature of Divine,"

"The Heat," from Atlantic Records, earned

The first single, "Signatu re of Divine (Yahweh), "
i m mediately leaped onto the music charts and

with a fall tour that took them from the Southeast

visit www.needtobreathe. net o r www.myspace.com/

to the M idwest and on to California.

needtobreathe.

defense group. Zack is a commercial real

Taylors, S.C. Katie is a pharmacist with

Bank and she is a banking officer with

where David runs H o m e Technology

the Greenville Hospital System .

Peoples National Bank.

Solutions, a family business. C h rista works

estate attorney with Helms M u l l iss Wicker.

Evan a n d Bethany Brouse Perry,

M a ryAnn Whalen and Kevin Campion

for the executive M BA program at Queens

Jennifer Orr O'Daniel teaches second

a daughter, Hannah Elizabeth, January 2 2 .

'99, June 2. They live in Boston, Mass.

U niversity.

grade in the Fulton Cou nty (Ga.) school

They live i n Cumming, G a . , where Evan

BIRTHS: Joseph and Kate Augustine

Jennifer Doherty and Paul Faust, July 28.

system. Her husband, Clay O'Daniel ' 0 1 ,

is a geologist for Atlantic Coast Consulting

H aber, a daughter, Grace Connolly, April

They live i n Washington, D.C., where she

graduated with honors from Georgia State

and Bethany is a physical therapist.

22, Columbia, Md.

is employed by the Overseas Private I nvest

Law School and practices with the firm

Brian and Claudia Wood Strow, a son,

Broc and All ison Rosser, twin daughters,

ment Corporation and he is a regional sales

of Moore Ingram Johnson & Steele

Oliver Wood Strow, February 6, Bowling

Ashlyn Grace and Ansley Faith, Apri l 24,

executive for Apple, Inc.

in Marietta.
Amanda Posey has joined AssetPoint

Green, Ky. Both Brian and Claudia are

Orlando, Fla.

Rick Marvin Williams, Jr., and Megan

economics professors at Western Kentucky

Matt and Christina Cochran White,

E l izabeth Musgrave, April 28. Rick is

in Greenvi lle as a software development

U niversity. Brian is also a city commissioner

a son, Matthew " Palmer," February 1 0 .

a project manager at Metlife i n Greenville,

specialist.

i n Bowling Green.

Christina has been promoted t o dean

and Megan is a registered dietitian

Tracy Towle (M.A. '01) has been

Eric and Katherine M u scari Tucker,

of admissions and associate vice president

at Pal metto Baptist Hospital .

promoted to director of communications,

a daughter, Caroline Elizabeth, February 9,

of enrollment management at Brenau

B I RTHS: Connor and Brigid Kennedy

marketing and public relations at Shake

Carrboro, N . C .

U niversity i n Gainesville, Ga.

Chambers, a daughter, Grace, March 1 ,

A-Leg Miami (Fla.). Her duties include

98

99

2006, Fairview Park, Ohio

developing and maintaining the company's

Michael and Katherine Holcombe Smith,

Web site and boosting public awareness
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After spending three years i n Japan,

a daug hter, Gracie, September 24, 2006,

of the organization.

J o h n Mancini received his Doctor of

where she worked with Stars and Stripes

Easley, S.C.

MARR IAGES: Jill Suzanne Bishop

Medicine degree from the U niversity of

newspaper, Stacy Schorr Chandler now

Tennessee in May, graduating with highest

lives in Raleigh, N . C . , and is a copy editor

00

They live in Columbia, S.C. She is

and Matthew Barry Edwards '02, July 7.

honors. He is a urologic surgery resident

with the News & Observer.

Travis and Natalie M u ro '02 F i l a r have

a free-lance court reporter and he attends

at B rooke Army Medical Center in

Jason '00 and Siobhan Carroll

moved to Chapel H i l l , N.C., where Travis

the U niversity of South Carolina School

San Antonio, Texas.

Chewning have moved to Springfield,

is the assistant women's volleyball coach

of Law.

Jeff Noblin is chief executive officer

Va. Siobhan is employed by Studio 39,

at the U niversity of North Carolina and

Cassie Floyd and Chad Tyner, April 2 1 .

of C herokee Medical Center, a 60-bed

a landscape architecture firm. Jason

Natalie is a physical therapist with Physical

They live i n Bethelridge, Ky. Cassie is

acute care hospital i n Centre, Ala.

recently completed a mechanical

Therapy of North Carolina.

a physician with Li berty Fa m i ly Medical

Mark Normington has been promoted

engineering degree at Old Dominion

Mark Gomsak recently received his law

Center and Chad is studying for a radiology

to branch manager of the Verdae

U niversity and is working for RTKL

degree from the U n iversity of Louisvi lle

technician degree.

Boulevard office of SC Telco in Greenville.

Associates.

(Ky.).

Corby Holson and David Martinez

Michael Oubre of Lawrenceville, Ga., has

Briana Lewis of Williamstown, Mass.,

Gus Hauser has been named assistant

Jimenez, May 1 1 . They live in G reensboro,

been promoted to band director at

is visiting assistant professor of French

men's basketball coach at the U niversity

N.C.

Winder-Barrow High School, where he also

at Williams College for 2007-08.

of Louisiana-Monroe. He was previously

Kristyn Kincaid and Michael Brannen

serves as chai r of the fine arts department.

Christina La Fevers Lopez graduated

an assistant at New Mexico State

C u mmings, September 1 . She is the sales

He is band chair of Georgia Music Educators

from Mu rray (Ky.) State U niversity in May

U niversity.

coordinator for Georgia Turf & Tractor

Association District 13 and is finishing

with a Master of Science degree in human

Marion Martin has earned a Ph.D. in

and he is a sales representative for Carolina

his specialist degree in curriculum and

development and leadership.

physical chem istry from Stanford Un iversity.

Handling. They live in Atlanta.

instruction from Piedmont College.

Kristen Reavis of Charleston, S.C.,

Adam McGlashan is em ployed by Lowe's

Benjamin Richards and Rebecca Doshier,

MARRIAGES: Matt Eades and Mary

has earned a Master of Medical Science

as a forecast analyst in the millwork

April 1 3 . They live i n San Antonio, Texas,

Crim, March 3 1 . They live in Columbia, S.C.

degree from the Medical U niversity

division of building products. He lives

where Ben is an orthodontic resident

Jennifer Lentini and Cornel Broenner,

of South Carolina.

in Davidson, N.C.

and Rebecca is a dental hygienist.

August 1 1 . They live in Toledo, Ohio.

MARRIAGES: Meredith Bridwell

Zack '01 and Eloise O d o m Morgan

Jennifer Todd and John Ca rty, May 1 9 .

Jefferson Joseph McGehee and Lisa

and Bill Smith, December 23, 2006.

have moved to Charlotte, N . C . , where she

They live in Philadelphia, Pa.

Marica Sfiris, July 28. They live in

They live i n Greenville.

is an associate with McAngus Goudelock

B I RTHS: Jonathan and Pearce Triplitt

Greenville where he is vice president

Christa Brunow and David Robaina,

& Courie in the worker's compensation

'02 Butcher, a daughter, Ruth Adelaide,

of commercial lending with First Savers

April 7. They live in Matthews, N .C . ,

August 1 3, Fayetteville, Ark.
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E l i zabeth Ingram Shands and her

Keltin Eugene, June 1, Powell, Tenn.

Kristie McW i l l iams Oliver recently

Jason a n d Ashley Hicks Holbrook,

changed positions with the Spartanburg

a daughter, Grace Ann-Louise, May 8,

husband, Joey, have moved to Lewisville,

Jason and Kristin Blackwell Foster,

County (S.C.) Parks and Recreation

Kennesaw, G a .

Texas, where she will complete a pre

a daughter, Landry Grace, May 23,

Commission and became recreation

J a c k and Kathryn Winkles Howle,

doctoral internship i n school psychology

Holl idaysburg, Pa.

center di rector at the T.W. Edwards

twin daughters, Abigail Stafford and

with the Lewisville Independent School

Rick and Sara Teel Gordon, a daughter,

Center in Pacolet, S.C.

Anne Myers, April 2, Greer, S.C.

D istrict.

lsobel Lee Gardner Gordon, July 3, Vero

Kristin Stephens graduated from

Brian ( M . A . '00) and Emily Eades

MARRIAGES: Amanda Barton and

Beach, Fla.

the Un iversity of South Carolina i n

Johnson, a son, Peyton Craig, July 1 7,

Josh Fisher, August 1 1 . They live i n

Charleston, S.C.

Baltimore, M d .

02

They live i n San Diego, Calif.

Justin a n d Kelly M urry Creasey, a son,

James and Brittany Yanni Inghram,

December 2 0 0 6 with a master's degree

a son, Thomas John, February 25,

i n art education and a published thesis

Washington, Pa. Brittany is a teacher

on how the environment of an art

in the Washington school district.

classroom affects the way students learn.

M a r k Cabana earned a Master o f Arts

M ichael Green and Garner Lee Stead,

Stephen '01 and Katie Van Mol

In August she joined the staff of Hope

degree from the Paul H. Nitze School of

August 1 1 . They live in New York City

Erica Jo Fox a n d A . J . Wlotko, April 1 5 .

Kupchi nsky, twins, a son, Hudson

Commun ity Charter School i n Washington,

Advanced International Studies at Johns

where Mike is a senior financial analyst

Jude, and a daughter, Ma rgaret E l izabeth,

D . C . , teaching art to students i n grades K-7.

Hopkins Un iversity. H e is employed by

for Starbucks. Garner Lee is assessment

June 20, Lexington, S . C .

Claire Traylor works in alumni relations

the Federal Reserve Bank in New York City.

director at Harlem Link Charter School

Craig and E l i zabeth Atwater Odar,

at Vanderbilt University i n Nashville, Tenn.,

Maria Croley works at the Lovett School

and is completing her master's degree

a daughter, Margaret Kelly, June 20,

focusing on Undergraduate Reunion

i n Atlanta, teaching seventh and eighth

in educational psychology from New York
University.

Vancouver, Wash.

Weekend.

grade Spanish and coaching track and field.

Jay '01 and Deborah Wells Thompson,

MARRIAGES: Michelle Abraham

Jay Thomas Hewitt grad uated from

Mark Berrien Hogan and Janie Mason

a daughter, E l izabeth Wells Thompson,

and Thomas Gregory Curn utte, June 2 3 .

Covenant Theological Sem i nary in May

Clawson, June 9 . Both graduated from

August 3, Columbia, S . C .

They live i n Houston, Texas, where Greg

with a Master of Divinity degree. He

Willamette School of Law. They live in

James and Candace Cuddy W i l liams,

is a marriage and family counselor at First

works at Grace C h u rch in Seattle, Wash . ,

Salem, Ore., where Mark is a litigation

a son, Neyland Robert, J u ne 2 1 . James

Baptist Church and Michelle teaches high

and teaches private music lessons.

manager for the firm of Adam, Day & H i l l .

completed his residency i n general

school church history and world religions

Tim McCal lister recently received his

Janie is a corporate counsel f o r US Bancorp.

dentistry at the University of Tennessee

at Fort Bend Ba ptist Academy.

J . D . degree from the Un iversity of Virginia.

Kelly Hyatt and Max Schneider, May 27,

and has opened a practice, Turkey

James Matthew Boyleston and Abigail

Lauren McCormick earned a master's

2006. They live in Jacksonville, Fla.

Creek Dental, in West Knoxvi lle, Tenn.

Ann Heller, June 1 5 . They live in Houston,

degree in nursing from Vanderbilt Uni

Karen Jones and Jeffrey Kung, July 1 ,

J a m e s and K i m berly Feindt '01

Texas, where she is an assistant professor

versity in August 2006. She is a women's

2006. They live in Charlotte, N . C .

Wil l iams, a daug hter, Anna Jane, April 1 1 ,

of English at Kingwood College and he

health n u rse practitioner i n Nashville,

Alejandro Pascual IV a n d Carrie Denice

Bartlett, Ill.

01

is pursuing a doctorate in creative writing

Ten n., working primarily with i n vitro

Taylor, July 7. Andy is an assistant district

and literature from the University of

fertilization patients.

attorney for Georgia's DeKalb County.

Houston.

Bethany Neal lives in Greenville and

H i l a ry Shank and Andrew Michael Gedge,

Rebecca Brinkley has become annual

BIRTHS: Jimmy and Katie Moran Ashley,

is employed by American Services, Inc.

J u ne 23. They live in Dickson, Tenn., and

giving coordinator for Erlanger Health

a son, James Logan, June 1 7, Greenwood,

Douglas O'Neal earned a J.D. degree

Hilary teaches i n Dickson County schools.

System i n Chattanooga, Tenn.

S.C.

from the University of South Carolina

E ileen Turalba and Dan Williams '03,

Ginger Turpen Carnahan has earned

Wayne a n d Sally Payne Grantham,

School of Law and has enrolled in

June 2 . They live in Charleston, S.C. E i leen

a Master of Science degree in biochemistry

a son, William Fisher, May 2, Florence,

the Master of Laws program in taxation

works as a registered nurse. Dan received

from the Un iversity of North Carolina.

S . C . Sally is a program manager at ACS

at the University of Florida.

his M . D . degree from East Tennessee State

John lee C u rtis has joined the firm of

Technologies and Wayne is vice president

Josh Patterson received an education

University in May and is a pediatrics resi

Moore & Company in Coral Gables, Fla.

of retail sales at All Star Sports.

specialist degree in May and is pursuing

dent at the Medical Un iversity of South

H e practices international, maritime

Darren and Jenn ifer Grem, a son,

a Ph.D. in educational administration

Carolina C h i l d ren's Hospital.

and aviation law.

William M iles, April 20, Athens, G a .

from the University of South Carolina.

B I RTHS: William and Bonnie Warman

David Kimball is an associate with the

Scott and Rebecca Heaberlin, a daug hter,

Quanah S i mon Scoggins recently

Byrnes, a son, William Joseph V, May 24,

law firm of Robinson, Bradshaw, & H i nson,

Lauren Mackenzie, March 20, Columbia,

received a Master of Arts degree from

Richmond, Va.

PA, in Charlotte, N . C .

S.C.

the University of Oklahoma.
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Joseph '03 and Elizabeth Wright

Bradley Benton, a Ph.D. candidate in

Holly Chudalski has transferred with

Kristy Rollins earned her medical degree

Osborn, a daughter, Annabelle Clara,

history at the Un iversity of California-Los

You ng Life from Statesville, N . C . , to

from the U n iversity of South Carolina

May 13, Osage Beach, Mo.

Angeles, participated in the Andrew

Greenville. She works with Furman

School of Medicine and is a pediatric

E m mett and Wendy Sta l l ings, a son,

W. Mellon Foundation's Summer Institute

students who are volu nteer Young

resident with Palmetto Health in Columbia.
Jennifer S e l f received her Master of

Emmett James V, June 26, Antioch, Ten n .

in Spanish Paleography at the Un iversity

Life leaders.

Matt and Lauren White Steele, a son,

of Texas. He received a Fulbright grant

Julie Gathers graduated magna cum

Science degree in psychology from

Jackson Matthew, June 2 1 , Bel levue, Wash.

for the 2007-08 academic year to conduct

laude from G eorgetown U niversity

Washington State Un iversity last spring

03

research in Spain on " Sixteenth-Century

Law Center i n May and is emp loyed

and remains in the same program working

Tetzcoco: The Decl ine of the Aztec

by Covington & B u rling, LLP, i n

toward a Ph.D. in clinical psychology

Empire's Second City."

Washington, D.C.

Matthew Staab has joined the Greenville

Ben and Jenny Robinson Abel have

Tim Brink graduated with high honors

Ryan Gooch is the state of Tennessee's

law firm of Leatherwood Walker Todd

relocated from Atlanta to W i l l iamsburg,

from Beeson Divinity School at Samford

new d i rector of energy pol icy. H e helps

& Mann, P.C., as an associate attorney

Va . , where she works as assistant director

University in May with a Master of Divinity

to oversee energy initiatives, serves on

practicing transportation and insurance

for donor commu nications in the

degree. He lives in B i rmi ngham, Ala.

the Governor's Alternative Fuels Working

l itigation.

development office at the College of

Colleen Carson earned a Master of Laws

Group, and develops and implements

A l i l l i a n Trull finished work on her master's

William and Mary and he is in the master's

degree in taxation from Boston Un iversity.

energy efficiency programs that focus

degree in business admin istration at North

program in history at the school.

She is an attorney with the Baskin Fleece

on research development and job growth.

G reenville U n iversity in August. She is

2008 I S R E U N I O N Y E A R !

Catherine J. Benson recently earned her

law firm in Clea rwater, Fla.

Previously, Ryan was a member of the

a financial officer for Greenvi lle County

doctorate in veterinary medicine from the

Jonathan Caskey is assistant d i rector

senior management team at the Tennessee

Schools.

U n iversity of I l l inois and is now a veterinary

of media relations for the Southern

Department of Labor and Workforce

Having completed a nine-month spiritual

anatomic pathology resident i n the Depa rt

Conference. Most recently he spent

Development.

discernment year with the Episcopal Church

ment of Biomedical Sciences at Cornell

two years in Delhi, India, working for

Michael Precht has been named associate

i n Omaha, Neb., Tracy Wells has moved

U n iversity in Ithaca, N .Y.

the International Service Corps.

pastor of St. Francis Un ited Methodist

to Decatur, Ga., where she continues to

Church i n Cary, N . C .

do publ icity for the documentary " Divided

A PAL AD I N ON ' S U RV I VO R ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Thi rty- n i n e days. Sixteen people. O n e su rvivor.

the gravedigger from Louisiana? Will he outwit Chicken,

And one Pa ladin.

the poultry farm manager from Virginia? Can he outplay

This fa ll, in its 1 5th incarnation, the popular C BS
television program " S u rvivor" included a Furman alumnus
i n the cast.
Erik H uffman '03, known to many Furman faithful

Denise, the school l u nch lady7 And will he outlast
Jean- Robert, the professional poker player7
Well . . . at press time, we didn't know. " Survivor"
was filmed over the summer and began its 1 3 -week run

as a founding member and bassist for the band Florez,

September 20. The result, of course, is a closely kept

was one of the select 16 chosen from thousands of appli

secret until the final show airs in mid- December.

cants to travel to Ch ina's Jiangxi Province and compete

As we went to press several episodes ago, though,

for the $1 m i l lion dollar prize that goes to the ultimate

H uffman had yet to hear host Jeff Probst utter those

survivor.

dreaded words: "The tribe has spoken." And our only

In his biography on the show's Web page

q u ibble with his performance is that he forgot to wear

(www.cbs .com/primetime/survivor15), H uffman, who

his Furman T-shirt on the show, thus depriving alma

lives in Nashville, Tenn., is described as "genuine, honest,

mater of weeks of free publ icity.

sensitive, competitive, a problem solver, athletic and
sometimes, a perfectionist" - all skills l i kely to come

But if he wins the m i l lion, you can bet Furman
will extend the hand of forgiveness very quickly.

- JI M STEWART

in handy if he's to claim the top prize.
But what will be his fate7 Can this musician/
model/business admin istration major overcome Jaime,

Find out more about Erik Huffman and Florez

representing the U niversity of South Carolina, or James,

at www. myspace. comlflorez.
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Katie B ryce Grubbs and Samuel

W e Fal l " (www.dwf-fi lm .com), about which
she wrote i n the Winter 2006 issue of

McGowan Price Ill, June 30. Samuel

FURMAN ON T H E W E B

Furman. She also does Web work for her

is in the U.S. Army assigned to duty

father's company. She plans to enter the

The Furman magazine Web site at

in Hawaii. They live i n Waipa h u .

formal discernment process for the

www.furman .edu/fumag features

Jessalyn Courtney Kelly and Ryan

Ep iscopal priesthood.

a variety of offerings, including selected

Wayne Fitzgerald, August 4. He is

MARRIAGES: Cabell Doyle and Frances

(and expanded) stories from each

production di rector for Catalyst Church

Yeatman, June 1 6 . They l ive in Richmond,

quarterly issue, a " Special to the Web"

in Greenville, where they live.

Va.

feature, and a quick su rvey that offers

Christopher Marciano Mason and

Jon Dumitru and Kathleen Page, May 27.

an easy way for you to evaluate the

Kristen Nicole Driesse '05, J u ly 2 8 .

They live in Nashville, Ten n .

magazine and help shape future

They live on Daniel Island, S . C . C h ristopher

Whitney Lawton a n d Stan Carper, J r.,

issues. You can also use the " Send Your

is a paralegal at Motley Rice LLC and

June 9. They live in Simpsonville, S . C . ,

News" tab to submit your information for class notes.

Kristen is a physical therapist with

and Whitney works a s a physical therapist

Please take a moment to visit www.furma n.edu/fu mag.

with National Health Care.

Rehabil itation Centers of Cha rleston.
T imothy Flynn McCauley and Ashley

John-Ch ristopher Lowery and Cordia

E l izabeth Boone, July 14. H e is a Latin

Roach, June 1 6. They live in Knoxville,

teacher at Eastside High School in

Tenn.

Jacob and Kelly Ramer Moody, a son,

section of the Western Transportation

David M a t h i s and Megan Lundberg,

Micah Lee, J u ly 1 7. Jacob is an analyst for

Institute.

i n the Greenville Hospital System .

J u ne 29. David is executive pastoral

Russell Investment Grou p and Kelly is an

Kevin Majeska of Macon, Ga., has earned

Rex Springfield a n d Becca Weinert '05,

assistant at Bethlehem Baptist C h u rch

occupational therapist at Tacoma (Wash.)

a J . D . degree from the Mercer Un iversity

June 30. They live in Newnan, Ga.

in Minneapolis, M i n n .

General Hospital.

School of Law.

Sarah Turner and Ben Mallicote, J u ly 7.

They live i n Kingsport, Ten n . , and Sarah

teacher at Hollis Academy, was named

is a physical therapist.

Optometry degree from Southern College

04

Amanda Moreno (M.A .), a third grade

Wyman Bowers has earned a J . D .

third runner-up for Greenville Cou nty's

E l i zabeth Ellen Ziegler and Frank

of Optometry and works with Moore

degree from t h e Un iversity o f South

Teacher of the Year award.

Adams M urphy, June 2. They live in

Eye Center i n Lexington, N . C .

Carolina School of Law.

Alison P h i l l i ps of Greensboro, N .C.,

North Charleston, S.C., where Elizabeth

David Ruttka and Brandy Naish, April 1 4 .

Ham ilton Bridges is vice president

has earned a Master of Science degree

teaches at Bu rns Elementary School.

Lisa Russell and Justin Traunero,

May 2 6 . Lisa earned her Doctor of

G reenville, and she is a pediatric n u rse

They l ive i n Madison, Ala.

of Wildmor Realty in Atlanta.

i n h u man development from the University

Frank is employed by C M I .

Faris Bu rnett Smith and Ch ristopher

Carrie Cohen of Charleston recently

of North Carolina-Greensboro.

B I RT H : Kevin a n d Molly Holtzclaw '06
Griggs, a daughter, Charlotte Jane, July 8,

Caleb Connor, July 7. She is a Spanish

received a Master of Science degree i n

Amy Saffell served as Ms. Wheelchai r

teacher i n Augusta, Ga., where he is an

speech-language pathology from the

Tennessee 2007, making advocacy

Clarksville, Tenn. Kevin was scheduled to

attorney with the firm of Tucker, Everitt,

Med ica l Un iversity of South Carolina.

appearances across the state.

return to Iraq for his second tour of duty

Long, Brewton and Lan ier, PC.

Rebecca Griffin earned a Master of Arts

MARRIAGES: Carl Garren and Mary

this fall with the 1 0 1 st Airborne Division.

Hadyn Elizabeth Stands and Bryan Scott

degree in English from the University

Frances Triplett, June 9. Carl graduated

05

Gause, August 4. They live in Lexington,

of Georgia.

from Wake Forest Un iversity i n May with

S . C . He is a project manager for F. B.

Greer Helms graduated from Kansas State

a master's degree i n psychology and plans

Johnson Graphics and she is working

University in May with a Master of Science

to pursue a Ph.D. at Washington State

Un iversity Divinity School, received the

toward a nursing degree.

degree i n college student personnel work.

Un iversity.

2007 John Harrison Ness Memorial Award

Alison French W i l l i a m s and Aaron

She is now a housing area coordinator

Brian Patrick Geppi and Kelly Lurleane

from the United Methodist C hurch's

Anthony Shurts, May 26. Alison is an

at Furman.

Shedd '05, Aug ust 1 1 . They live in

General Commission on Archives and

account executive with Skirt! magazine.

Tiffany Holland received a Bachelor

Charlotte, N . C . , where she is an exercise

History for her paper "Awakening the

Anthony is a professor at Johnson

of Science degree in fish and wild life

physiologist in the cardiac rehabil itation

Giant: The Effects of J . D. Long's Pictures

C . Sm ith Un iversity and The Art Institute

from Montana State Un iversity i n

program at Carolinas Medical Center and

of Slavery on the Phi ladelphia Conference

of Charlotte (N.C .).

December 2 0 0 6 . Through t h e Montana

he is an analyst i n the short-term fixed

of the Methodist Episcopal Ch urch."

BIRTHS: Jeremy and Elizabeth

State College of Engineering, she works

income group at Bane of America Securities.

Holloway G u l ley, a daughter, Sarah

as a research associate i n the road ecology

Rebecca, J une 20, Bethlehem, Ga.
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Hannah Bonner, a student at D u ke

Lacey Capps earned a master's degree

i n arts management from Columbia
College. She lives in C h icago and is

a member of the programming staff

Kelly Aileen Cooper and Michael Learon

Christina Moss and Aaron Welch, June

Adam Ness and C hristina Dennis, June 2 3 .

at Millennium Park, a leading outdoor

Taylor, July 2 1 . They live in Simpsonville, S.C.

16. They live i n Florence, S.C.

Adam is a database admi nistrator a t the

performance, art and architecture

A n n e Haddow and Matthew Scott

Tucker Brooks Mosteller and Erika Lee

GE turbine plant in Greenville.

destination. She also works with

Freeman, June 9. They live in Atlanta.

Barefoot ' 07, J u ly 7. She teaches at First

the International Music Foundation.

David Paul Johnsen and Meredith Leigh

Presbyterian Day School in Macon, Ga.,

Laura Cranford has earned a Master

Marti n, J u ly 7. H e is a submarine officer

and he is a student at Mercer University

of Education degree from Vanderbilt

in the U . S . Navy stationed at Bangor, Wash.

School of Law.

U niversity. She lives in Nashville, Ten n .

Jessica Matthews and Scott W i l l i a m

And rew Raber and Lauren Williams,

Kathleen Garber is in graduate school

Sh uford '07, June 23. They live in

June 1 7, 2006. Andrew attends South

at New Orleans Baptist Theological

Greenville.

Texas Law School, where he was ranked

Seminary.

Courtney Owen and Johnny Jacob

in the top 10 percent of his fi rst-year class

Michelle Kannan recently earned

Landry, July 7. They live in Kapolei, Hawaii.

and made Law Review. Lauren, formerly

a master's degree i n public admin istration

She is pursuing a Master of Education

a n assistant editor for Gulf Publishi ng,

from the University of South Florida.

degree i n teaching at the U niversity of

is a proposal writer for Deloitte's financial

She lives i n Seminole, Fla.

Hawaii and teaches third grade at Waianae

services marketing group. They live in

Kristin LaRoche of Columbia, S.C.,

Elementary School. H e is a fifth grade

Houston.

earned her Master of Social Work degree

teacher at Nanakuli Elementary School.

B I RT H : Jonathan and Margaret

from the U niversity of South Carolina and

Nicholas Bradley Reinhardt and Martha

Bu rdette, a daughter, Parker, July 1 3 ,

is a post-grant customer service specialist

Caroline Brunson, J u ly 14. They live in

2 0 0 6 . Jonathan works in asset manage

with Research Associates.

Greenville where he is a sales represen

ment and financial planning with Plan

Ryan McKendrick received a Master

tative at ScanSource and she is a marketing

First in Greenville.

of Music degree in choral conducting

coordinator at Coldwell Banker Cai ne.

from Georgia State University in May

Justine Sittema and Isaac Liebana,

and is choral director at Woodstock

August 4. They live in Matthews, N.C.

J a c k Breffle lives in Greenville and works

07

(Ga.) H igh School.

Justine teaches at the Un iversity of North

as a document and data management

Anne Reiner graduated from Yale

Carol i na-Charlotte and is studying for

specialist with the Fluor Corporation.

U niversity in May with a Master of Public

a Master of Arts degree in Spanish

Ryan Friend of Dallas, Texas, is a financial

Health degree and works as a researcher

translation. Isaac works for Intelligent

representative with Northwestern Mutual

at Sloan Kettering Cancer Center i n

Technology, Inc.

Fi nancial Network.

New York City.
E l i zabeth Scott has left the admissions

staff at Furman and taken a position with
The Saint Francis Fou ndation in Greenville.

06

Katie Lewis teaches music at three

elementary schools in Greenville County

MARRIAG E S: Stephan i e Chandler

and d i rects the choir at John Calvin

and Russell Haltiwanger, December 9,

Presbyterian Ch urch.

She works with the foundation's publi

2006. Stephanie is an account manager

Stephanie S u l l ivan has opened a jewelry

cations and in such areas as donor

with M i l l i ke n . They live i n Boiling

studio/retail shop i n downtown Greenville.

development, events and benefits.

Springs, S.C.

The shop, Lexique Studios, features

Lindsay Diane Skains earned a Master

Melissa Grace J i m enez and Laurin

BeDazzled Jewelry by Stephanie.

of Arts degree in teaching from the Richard

Matthew Nocks, J u ly 2 1 . They live in

MARRIAGES: Darlene Nicole Bayles

W. Riley College of Education at Winthrop

Greenville where Mel issa is a graphic

and Scott Thomas Cu rrier, June 1 6 .

U n iversity in Rock H i l l , S . C .

designer at the Bounce Agency and Laurin

They live and work i n Greenville,

MARRIAG E S: E m i l y A m m a n n and

teaches physical education in Greenville

she as a teacher and he as the owner

Christopher Clary, June 1 7. Emily received

County Schools.

of a UPS store.

a master's degree in theology from

Jenn ifer E lizabeth McDade and Jeremy

Jessica Marie G i les and Preston Jacob

Providence ( R . I .) College in May and is now

Rand a l l M u rphy, June 2 3 . Jenn ifer

Rahn, August 1 1 . She teaches at

director of campus m i nistry at a Catholic

teaches at Bethel Elementary in Simpson

Monaview Elementary School in Greenville,

high school. They live in Providence.

ville, S .C., and Jeremy teaches at Greer

and he is a n officer at American Security.

Lucy Clark and Nicholas Sanders, June 9.

H igh School.

D E AT H S
M argaret James Orr '29, June 1 8,

Laurens, S . C . She was a school teacher
and also worked 21 years for the C ity
of Seneca, retiring as city clerk and
treasurer. She was church clerk for 1 2
years a t Trinity Baptist Church i n Seneca
and was past president of the South
Carolina Medical Auxiliary.
Louise Bentz Tourtellot '35, June 8,

Charlotte, N . C . She was active in the
music clubs of Greenville as a soloist
and an accompanist.
Ethel Elizabeth Morgan '37, June 22,

Greenville. She was an educator in
Greenville Cou nty, having taught at
Stone School and also at Augusta C i rcle
Elementary, where the library was named
i n her honor. She was active in civic affairs
and was a member of Daughters of the
American Revolution. With her sister,
El izabeth, she established the Morgan
Meditation Garden at Furman in memory
of their parents.
Virginia Dodson Bridges '38, March 1 4,

Valdosta, G a . She taught at Norman Junior
College in Norman Park, Ga., for four years
and later was reference l i brarian at South
Georgia Regional Library for 21 years.
William Snoddy Ivester, Sr. '38, August

5, 2006, Anderson, S . C . He was owner
and operator of Ivester Electrical inc.,
a family business established in 1 927.
H e was a past president of Mechanic
Contractors Association.
W i l l i a m Hugh Stroud '38, July 7,

Greenville. H e was a teacher and
admin istrator i n Greenville Cou nty,
distributive education coordinator for the
South Carolina Department of Education,
and veterans training d i rector and d i rector
of community activities for Parker School

They live in Charleston, S . C .
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District. H e went on to become a partner

she was a founding member of the Aiken

he and his crew were interred as prisoners

Ernest Behling Ellis '42, J uly 1 5, Miami,

in the Merritt-Stroud Food Brokerage

Community Playhouse and performed

of war. Following his retirement and return

Fla. A U . S . Navy veteran of World War I I ,

Company. He was a decorated officer

in n u merous productions, winning

to Hampton, S . C . , he was elected treasurer

he went on t o graduate from medical

i n the U . S . Naval Reserves, having earned

a " Hammy" award for her starring role

of Hampton County, an office he held for

school in the top 10 percent of his class

two Gold Stars for his service at the initial

i n " Everybody Loves Opal . "

more than 10 years. H e was an authority

and trained as a resident in internal

landing at lwo Jima. H e also was awarded

Herbert K i n g '40, June 1 3, Dallas, Texas.

on local history and in 1 99 5 , to commem

medicine and cardiology. Counting his

the Order of the Pal metto, the highest

He served in the U . S . Navy on the USS

orate the 50th anniversary of World War II,

military service, he practiced medicine

civi lian honor a South Carolinian can

Massach usetts during World War II and

he was asked to be the grand marshal of

for 6 1 years, 45 of which were i n a private

receive. H e was active with the American

worked for the Lone Star Gas Company

the Hampton County Watermelon Festiva l .

internal medicine and cardiology practice

after his military service. At Furman he

H e was active in t h e American Legion

in South Miami. He was instrumental

Greenville Artists G u i l d .

played on the footbal l team alongside

and in Rotary.

in the construction of Baptist Hospital

Lecil Drummond Cushman '40, June 30,

his brother, former Furman football

Harriette ller london '41 , J u ly 7, Rock

in Miami and later served as chief of

Aiken, S.C. She began her career as

coach Bob King.

H i l l , S . C . She taught first grade in the

cardiology at Baptist, Larken and South

Legion, Optimists, Rotary, Elks and

a journal ist, founding a weekly newspaper

Wilson Parker "Red" Tuten '40, June 25,

Greenville County school system and

Miami hospitals.

in Greenville and then working as a police

Greenville. For a time he taught math and

served as president of the Greenville

W i l l i a m B . Pitts '43, August 1, Camden,

reporter for The Columbia (S.C.) Record.

science and coached football at Cartersville

County Teachers Association. She later

S.C. H e served i n the U.S. Marine Corps

She then began a teaching career that

(Ga.) High School. He entered the U . S .

taught kindergarten at Rogers Memorial

during World War II and later held various

lasted 31 years, 24 of them as a kinder

Army A i r Corps a n d served as a pilot and

ARP Church i n Rock Hill. She was active

executive positions i n the family business

garten teacher at Mead Hall Episcopal

adviser for 30 years, retiring i n 1 969. I n

in the Daug hters of the American

at Hermitage Cotton M i l l . An avid tennis

School i n Aiken. A talented actress,

1 944 he was shot down in Romania, and

Revolution and the Junior Welfare League.

p layer, he was a former South Carolina

THE LIST: CO M I N G TO A T H E ATRE N EAR YOU

. .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. .

When h is father d i es, young attorney Renny

accomplished piece of fi l m making with a serious goal.

Jacobson learns that he has inherited membership

To appreciate it, you 'll need to be open to two mottoes,

i n a powerful secret o rganiza ti on . The bequest

spoken by the most devout of the characters. Fi rst,

offers both social and financial advantages, but

'There's more to life than we can see with our natural

as Renny uncovers the truth behind it, he rea lizes

eyes or know with our finite m i nds.' And second, 'God's

he must choose between money and power and

children and his enemies make the same mistake:

the potential personal and moral costs.

They underestimate the power of prayer."'

That's a q u ick summary of the plot of The List,

Toppman adds, "The film seems to echo C . S . Lewis'

a novel publ ished i n 2000 by Robert Whitlow '76 -

idea that the wicked are punished enough by separa

and now a feature fi lm, with Whitlow, a C harlotte,

tion from God: Hell merely means spending eternity

N . C . , attorney, se rvi n g as co-screenwriter and

apart from divine love."

executive producer.
Directed by North Carolina filmmaker Gary Wheeler,

The List premiered in Charlotte in August to positive

The stars are veteran actor Malcolm McDowell,
Chuck Carri ngton of television's "JAG" and H i larie
Burton of "One Tree H i l l . " To learn more about

reviews. It has since had a limited release in the

The List and its screening schedule, visit the Web at

Southeast.

www.thelist-themovie.co m .

Whitlow, who has published seven novels, has

A n d watch f o r news about another movie based

been d u bbed the "John G risham of the C h ristian fiction

on a Whitlow novel. Work has begun on the screen

market." Reviewers have said that the film remains true

play for The Sacrifice, a legal thriller centering on the

to t he novel's spiritual heart and its themes of tempta

repercussions from a hate crime in North Carol ina.

tion and redemption.
Lawrence Toppman of The Charlotte Observer
praised the performances and called The List "an
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Learn more about Robert Whitlow's work
at www.robertwhitlow. com.
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CARRI NGTON
CHUCK

ROBERT WHIT LOw'S

State J unior Champion and was the City

Boyd Hicks ' 5 1 , August

6, Florence, S.C.

of a family and children's services agency

of Camden adult champion for many years.

He was a tobacco auctioneer, sold heavy

i n Baltimore, Md. Before going to Chapel

CAM PUS D I RECTORY

Rachel Imogene "Jeannie" Gilstrap

industrial equipment and was retired from

H i l l in 1 967 he taught in the School of

(area code 864)

Zeliff '43, J u ly 3 1 , Bradenton, Fla.

Royster Corporation. Having an outstand

Social Work at Florida State Un iversity.

She graduated from D u ke Un iversity as

ing baritone voice, he sang at many events

He also directed the Institute of Social

M a i n U n iversity N u m ber

a medical technologist and later worked

throughout the Southeast and with the

Services Planning in North Carolina for

294-2000

as a cytologist for the North Carolina

Masterworks Choir. He was a master

10 years, was a past cha i r of the Chapel

Aca d e m i c Records (Reg istrar)

State Board of Health .

gardener and member of the Pee Dee

Hill Plan n i ng Board, and served on the

294-3 6 1 6

Plant Professionals.

board of the Orange County Department

Florence, S . C . H e was a field representative

Fay Lanford, Sr. ' 5 1 , August 1 4, Greer,

of Social Services.

for Social Security for many years.

S . C . A retired Southern Baptist min ister,

John Preston Hancock ' 52, August 9,

John "Bunny" Crouch

'46, J u ly 1 ,

A former president of the Florence Lions

he was pastor of a number of churches

Conestee, S.C. H e was a retired social

Club, he served with the U.S. Navy during

in upstate South Carolina. After his

worker with the Department of Social

World War I I .
E l i zabeth M . Davis

'47, J u l y 9, Akron,

Ohio. A registered nurse, she was

Admissions

294-2034
A l u m n i Association

1 -800-PURPLE3
Ath l etic Ticket Office

retirement in 1 975, he served 17 interim

Services in Greenville. He served i n the

pastorates. He served two terms on

U.S. Army Air Corps d u ring World War I I .

the General Board of the South Carolina

Richard Donald Gambrell, Jr. ' 53,

Bookstore

294-3097

employed by Un iversity Hospitals, the

Baptist Convention, was a moderator

J u ne 1 8, Augusta, Ga. H e was retired

294-2 1 64

Visiting Nurse Association of Cleveland

of the Reedy River and Palmetto Baptist

from the U . S . Air Force Medical Corps,

A n n u a l G iving

and J udson Park Retirement Home for

Associations, and was listed i n the 1973-75

with which he served from 1 958 to 1 978,

294-3475

more than 40 years.

editions of Community Leaders and

and was an OB/GYN endocrinologist in

Parents Prog ra m s

James Morrell Gentry '48, August 2 1 ,

Noteworthy Americans publ ished by

Augusta from 1 978 to 2001 , during which

294-3463

Inman, S.C. H e was owner and president

American Biographical Institutes.

time he was also a clinical professor at

of Inman Drugs for 30 years and a former

Donald Con k l i n Young ' 5 1 , July 9,

the Medical College of Georgia. He

member of the South Carolina and

Charlotte, N.C. He began his teaching

was a member of the Society of Air Force

Piedmont Pharmaceutical associations.

career i n Charlotte- Mecklenburg Schools

C l i nical Surgeons and was named
a D i plomate by the American Board of

For contact information for
other offices, call the main
number.

H e was a U.S. Army veteran of World War I I .

with a position at Piedmont Ju nior High.

Marion Young Davis '49, J u n e 29,

H e went on to be principal at several

Obstetrics and Gynecology and the Division

Greenville. H e served i n the U.S. Army

elementary schools before retiring in 1 978.

of Reproductive Endocrinology. He pub

Who 's Who in Medicine and Healthcare.

during the Korean War and later became

A musician and singer, he played with Red

lished three medical books and more than

In 1 997, Good Housekeeping magazine

an accountant for B i-Lo Inc., retiring after

Bailey's Orchestra, was a longtime member

300 articles in medical and scientific

named him " One of the Best Doctors

26 years. He had a longtime association

of the Charlotte Music C l u b, sang with the

journals, and he served on the editorial

for Women i n America . "

with Hejaz Shrine and Masons and was

Singing Men of America, played keyboard,

boards of the Journal of American

James Kenneth Cass, Jr. '55, June 1 1 ,

past presiding officer of four Scottish

organ and accordion, and taught private

Geriatrics Society, the Journal of Repro

Chapin, S . C . H e was a longtime realtor

Rite groups.

music lessons. He served in the U . S . Army

ductive Medicine, the International

i n Greenvil l e and had retired from Lexing

Polly Howard Jones Tate '49, June 30,

d u ring World War I I .

Journal of Fertility, The Female Patient

ton County (S.C.) as zoning administrator.

G reer, S.C. She was a past president of

P h i l i p Wayne Cooke ' 5 2 , J u l y 30,

and Maturitas. He received many honors

Ottis lewis Davis, Jr. ' 5 5, June 27,

Greer M usic C l ub, a member of the South

Chapel Hill, N . C . He had retired i n 2003

and awards from professional groups

Waxhaw, N . C . He was retired from the

Carolina Federation of Music C l ubs and

as a professor emeritus at the Un iversity

such as the Pam American Conference

sales department of Reyson Steel after

a private piano instructor. She taught in

of North Carolina School of Social Work,

on Fertility and Sterility, the International

more than 40 years with the company.

Greenville County for a number of years,

where he taught graduate courses in the

Society of Reproductive Medicine, the

Nancy Smith Mann '55, J u ly

most recently at Tryon Street Elementary

areas of public social services a d m i n istra

American College of Obstetricians and

Lexington, S.C. She was a teacher, princi

in Greer.

tion and organizational development for

Gynecologists and the American Academy

pal and area superintendent and had been

Darrell W. Smith '50, June 1 9, Greenville.

37 years. He was honored as Teacher

of Family Physicians. He was listed in

an adjunct professor at the Un iversity of

1 4,

H e worked for Southern Bell and AT&T

of the Year by his students in 2002 .

Marquis Who's Who in America, Who 's

South Carolina-Aiken. She was a member

for 38 years before retiring. He was

He previously was a social worker in the

Who in the World, Who's Who in Science,

of Daug hters of the American Revolution

a U . S . Navy veteran of World War I I .

St. Paul Project in M i nnesota and director

Who's Who in American Education, and

and a volunteer with Meals on Wheels.
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completing her second Chicago Marathon

Covington, Ohio. H e owned Sotzing

in October 2006, she was diagnosed with

Insurance Agency.

bone cancer.

Because of the large n u mber of submissions and clippings Furman

Clarence Raymond Shaw, Jr. '65,

Carl William Jordan '76, J u ly 6, Pickens,

receives for the magazine's class notes section and the time needed

January 3 , Mathews, Va.

S . C . At the time of his death he was pastor

to review, compile and edit so much information, news items frequently

Gerald Payne Knight '66, August 1 8 ,

of Cal umet Baptist C hurch in Li berty, S . C . ,

Greenvi lle. H e spent much of h i s adult life

and chaplain o f the Pickens County

a re not published until five o r six months after they are submitted.
Furman

magazine does not p u blish dated items (a n y t h i ng more

coaching football, basketba l l and baseball

Sheriff's Department. H e had previously

for a n umber of schools and organizations

served South Carolina churches in Green

B i rth and marriage announcements for a l u m n i couples who graduated

in Greenville, including Greenville High,

ville, Roebuck, Liberty and Powdersville

i n different years are i ncluded under the earliest graduation date (except

J . L . Mann High, C h rist Church Episcopal

and as chaplain for the Spartanburg

if requested otherwise); they a re not listed under both classes. When

and Cleveland Street YMCA. Later he

County (S.C.) Sheriff's Department.

submitting items, p l ease include your spouse's or child's name, whether

worked at Grady M i ller H onda, took over

Marilyn Baker Harris, M . A . '78,

your spouse is a Furman graduate, and the date and city w h e re the b i rth

his late father's busi ness as president of

August 24, Greenville. She taught third

than 1 8 months old at time of publ ication) or engagement annou ncements.

o r marriage occurred.
Send news to the Office of M a rketing and Public Relations, Furman

Knight's Trim Shop, and worked in chu rch

grade in the Greenville County school

facilities management. He subsequently

system from 1 981 to 1 994 and was

U n iversity, 3300 Poinsett Highway, G reenville, S.C. 29613, or e-mail

formed a compa ny, Church Facilities

named Teacher of the Year while teaching

to a l u m n i@furman .edu. Selected information subm itted to the on-line

Management, Inc., and i n recent years

at Camperdown Academy.

served as president and cha pter adminis

Kenneth Roy Wise '80, August 1 1 ,

a l u m n i registry ( h tt p://a l umni . f u rm a n . edu ) is incl uded i n class notes.

Clyde Eugene M u rphy ' 55, March 1 3 ,

a member of the Appomattox M i n isterial

Bennettsvi l l e, S.C.

Association and the James River Baptist

Francis Brown "Bob" J e n n i ngs, Jr. '57,

Association.

August 1 9, Greenvi lle. After playing

Reuben Gordon McCracken ' 58, J u ly 5,

football at Furma n, he was d rafted by

Greenville. He was a retired dentist and

the Washington Redskins and played i n

a former member of the Greenville Cou nty,

t h e Canadian Football League with the

Piedmont District, South Carolina and

Calgary Stampeders. H e returned to

American dental associations. H e served

Greenville and to Furman, where he was

as secretary/treasurer, vice president and

a baseball coach and assistant football

president of the Piedmont District Dental

coach and was inducted into the Furman

Association. H e was a U . S . Army Air

Athletic Hall of Fame in 1 9 9 1 . He also

Corps veteran.

worked for Wangner Systems Corp., from

James Lee Shu mate ' 6 1 , July 14, Fort

which he retired as vice president of sales

Wright, Ky. In 1 958 he went to work for

and marketing. He served in the U . S .

Covington Trust Bank, which later became

Army Reserves for eight years.

Hunti ngton Bank, and retired as vice presi

James Norton Williams, Jr. ' 5 7, August

dent and secretary in 2002 . H e was also

2, Lynchburg, Va. H e was a Ba ptist

a basketball, baseball and football coach

mi nister for 50 years, having served South

in northern Kentucky for more than 3 5

Carolina churches i n Florence, Murrells

years. H e was a Kentucky Colonel a n d held

Inlet, Columbia and Orangeburg as well

memberships in such organizations as the

as churches i n Appomattox and Nelson

Fort Wright Busi ness Association, the

County, Va. After his retirement i n 2004,

Northern Kentucky Sports Hall of Fame

he continued to serve G ladstone Memorial

and the Kenton County Republican Party.

Ba ptist C h u rch in Nelson Cou nty. H e was
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Doug Sotzing '62, February 23,
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trator for the Upstate C hapter of the

Greenvi lle. H e was employed with

International Facilities Management

American Classic Sh utters, Inc.

Association.

Ch ristine Virginia Lee '94, August 1 7,

Gayle M etts Davis '67, August 27,

Cincinnati, Ohio. Since her graduation

Hodges, S . C . In 1 966 she was Miss Green

from nursing school i n 2003, she had

ville, M iss Furman and Miss South Carolina

worked at Mercy Franciscan Hospital.

Football.

Sarah Katherine Weinert '04, July 1 5,

W i l l i a m Trammell " B i l l " Moseley '70

2006, Fort M i l l , S . C . She was employed

( M . A . '72), September 28, Greenville.

with Bank of America.

He was an Air Force veteran who served

Clara Shreeve S m ith, September 6,

in World War II and the Korean War. H e

Greenville. A native of Memphis, Ten n.,

went on t o teach history for 20 years at

she was secretary of the Laboratory School

Travelers Rest High School and afterward

at the U n iversity of Chicago and later was

on an adjunct basis at North Greenville

secretary to Furman's seventh president,

College. A staunch su pporter of Furman

John L. Plyler. She also worked in Furman's

athletics, he worked for many years with

James B . D u ke Library. She was the first

the statistics crew at Paladin footba l l

woman to chair the d iaconate at Green

and basketball games.

ville's First Baptist C h u rch and was active

Judith Lynn Robertson Asti '74, August

in the local Parkinsons Association. An

2 1 , Wheeling, I l l . She was an award

accompl ished organist and pian ist, she

winning advertising copywriter, short story

was the widow of David S m ith, longtime

writer and publ ished essayist. Her memoir,

Furman religion professor.

A Spiritual Journey Through Breast Cancer

(Moody, 2002), recounted her battle to
overcome the disease from 1 998 to 200 1 .
She went o n to b e a n inspirational speaker
about her battle with cancer. Soon after

D E E P I M PACT:

B ROAD U S ' PROG R A M TEAC H E S YOU N G PEOPLE L I F E LESSO N S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

L i n d a Lett, mother of Dara Broadus, reca lls the

Golf is what we use to do that because that's what

and athletic experiences at Furman with much of her

moment she knew her daughter had the spunk and

our experience is in," says Broadus. " I t 's a game that

success today.

audacity to go far in life. The elementary school-aged

hones in on the skills that most people find they need

child was competing i n the M idwest District, a PGA

to be successful in l ife."

sponsored sectional gof tournament, and was in line
to win until another girl beat her by merely one stroke.
" D a ra started crying when she realized she'd lost,

"There's no real su bstitute for competitive golf
and competition i n general," she says. "And that

The I mpact program is defin itely a fam i ly affair.
Broadus sees to the day-to-day operations at the
Atlanta location while brother Battiste, a PGA

would stand true for every competitive ath lete who's
passed through Furma n . "
After graduating, Broadus received financial
support from actors Will Smith and Jada Pin kett Smith

but stopped herself i m mediately," Lett recalls. "She

professional based in Jacksonville, is responsible

looked over at me and said, 'That's O K . I'll get her

for organizing all of the internal golf initiatives and

and played on the Futu res Tour, the developmental

next year."'

academies. Lett, described by Broadus as a "huge

tour for women's professional golf. She sti l l swings

inspiration," serves as the program coord i nator.

a club competitively, but her attention has turned more

a motivating force, the 28-year-old Broadus, a 2001

Children ages 7 to 1 7 attend one of four 1 0 -week

to instruction and to the d i rection of the I m pact Youth

Furman graduate, is founder and executive d irector

sessions, primarily through referrals.

With that kind of drive and determination as

of the I mpact Youth Development I n itiative, a non

"We typically lean toward programs that develop

Development I n itiative, which just celebrated its first
a n niversary.

profit program designed to use golf to expose child ren

critical thinking skills in a young person. That's why

to a variety of l ife lessons, including nutrition, financial

we have our book cl ub, expose them to financial

If not i n instruction, then at an event or a charity tour

management, reading and the importa nce of com

management seminars and invite professionals to

nament or helping out with the fund ra ising," says

m u n ity and volunteerism. The program has locations

speak with them," Broadus says. " It's not so much

Broadus, whose work has been featured i n the Atlanta

in Atlanta and i n Jacksonville, Fla.

the sport, but it's everything that comes with it."

Journal-Constitution. " Overa ll, this entire year has

" O u r program provides these kids with
every opportun ity to reach their full poten
tial in whatever it is they're trying to do.

Broadus and her sibli ngs Battiste, Patrick and
Ebani began playing golf at an early age with
support from their mother. Lett says that because
of her work schedule and time constraints, all of
the children had to be i m mersed in the same
after-school activity.
After attending summer
camp and climbing the j u nior
golf (pre-co l lege) ladder,

" ' ' m in the golf environment day in and day out.

been a triumph. It's been a lot of work, but the
whole thing has been reward ing."
J effrey Spacey, a 1 4-year-old home-schooled ninth
grader, says I mpact has taught him to va lue his time,
to be prepared and to be more aware of his commu nity.
" It feels good to look forward to getting up at
6 a . m . on a Saturday morning and knowing that I a m
accomplishing something and preparing f o r a better
future," he says. " I mpact has encouraged me

Broadus was the second girl

to replace excuses with effort, and it has ta ught

to play golf competitively

me I can be really, really great."

at Atlanta's Westminster

I

\

That sentiment is certai n ly music to Broadus' ears.

Schools, where she won

She says that in five years she'd l i ke to be doing every

the Most Valuable Player

thing she is doing today, but better. An eternal optimist,

Award on the j u nior

she claims that starting the program from scratch has

varsity team. At Fu rman,

not presented any challenges she couldn't overcome.

she earned the Betsy King

" Success comes from having the experience and

Scholarship and contribu

the preparation," she notes. "If life on tou r has taught

ted to four consecutive

me anything, it's taught me to stay focused and keep

Southern Conference

movi ng."

champions ( 1 998-200 1 ) .

- NANCY R. FULLBRIGHT '95

S h e graduated with a degree
in business in 2 0 0 1 , and
credits both her educational

The author is a communications officer at the Georgia
Tech Enterprise Innovation Institute in Atlanta.

Dara Broadus with Justin and Demageo after the young men played their first tournament.
Photo courtesy Dara Broadus.
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Lea d i n g by exa m p le
Among the tributes to John Johns submitted by alumni and friends was this insightful reminiscence from Chris tina Littlejohn '91:

Many books have been written about leadership and people make lots of money
teaching leadership, but the only person I needed to show me how a true leader
acts was Dr. Johns.
H e taught me the importance of inclusion, transparency, enthusiasm and
passion. He taught m e about knowing what battles to fight and what knocks
to take, and that leaders have the courage to do both. And h e taught me that
leaders forgive and practice kind ness.
Once, when I was editor of The Paladin, I made a terrible decision. An
administrator with whom I often clashed was so excited that he called me to

his office and said that I was going to be hanging from the flagpole when Dr. Johns

returned to G reenville on Monday.
I was so scared that I hid in my room until that fateful call on Monday morning:
" D r. Johns would l i ke to see you in h is office. Now."
I dressed i n my best clothes (well, they were clean), and went with my head
bowed low. I shut the door and sat down, and he said, "I imagine you made this
decision at 3 a . m . under deadline pressure. You do it once, you made a mistake.

Inaugural procession, Apri/ 22, 7971

You do it again, I call you stupid. You may go." H e showed me that leaders are
flexible and know when to go with the flow.
We shared the same birthday, so one November 1 5 evening my boyfriend
convinced our birthday group to go to Dr. Johns' house to sing " Ha ppy Birthday"
to h i m . Dr. and Mrs. Johns came outside i n their robes to hear our serenade and
then invited us i n to eat cake.
Often when I'm at a crossroads at work, I think of Dr. Johns and how he
handled the transition with the South C a rolina Baptist Convention - his courage,
his kindness, his passion, his brill ia nce, h is smile.
No book o r speaker could ever show me leadership as well as Dr. Johns.

The author was recently named executive director of the Pensacola (Fla.)
Symphony Orchestra.
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